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INTRODUCTION

There have already been published, in the collection Oblate 
Writings, the letters o f the Founder to his religious sons (vols. 1-4, 6- 
12) or concerning the Congregation (vols. 5 and 13), as well as his prin
cipal spiritual writings (vols. 14 and 15). With this Volume 16, we begin 
the publication o f his Diary, so as to possess in one single collection all 
his writings relative to the Congregation and his ascetic and mystical 
life.

What is meant by the Founder’s “Diary”?

We must not be misled by this unitary title: it covers a set o f docu
ments that are quite varied, the originals o f  most o f which have disap
peared, but which have been published in part in Missions OMI or else 
in the Founder’s biographies.

Bishop de Mazenod, fa irly  regularly from  1837 to 1860, kept a 
record o f the principal events o f his life as Superior General o f the 
Oblates and as Bishop o f  Marseilles. Here we have the main part o f  his 
Diary. But he also left accounts o f his travels, such as those he made 
during his exile from 1791 to 1802, the trips to Paris in 1805, Rome in 
1825-1826 and 1854, to Algeria in 1842. Finally he kept a Diary o f 
some o f  his first missions in 1816-1817 and o f the Aix Youth Congre
gation from 1813 to 1821.

Editing Method

In our publication o f  these various sections o f the Diary we will 
base ourselves on extant manuscripts and prior publications plus all 
their eventual editorial corrections, which will be indicated, in so fa r  as



they can be detected, in the introduction or the footnotes to each part o f  
the Diary.

The Founder always wrote at speed, with no precise verification o f  
names o f places and persons or o f the precise dates o f events. We will 
make the corrections in the text and indicate in the footnotes what was 
faulty in the manuscripts or in the prior publication.

We will also add, when necessary, titles and subtitles. The seventy- 
five pages o f the Exile Diary, fo r  example, are published in Missions 
OMI 1866 without any subdivisions.

In this Volume 16, we have the Exile Diary (1791-1802), that o f  the 
stay in Paris in 1805, the essential content o f the Diary o f the Aix Youth 
Congregation from 1813 to 1821, and lastly that o f the Marignane and 
Mouries missions in 1816-1817.

Father Yvon Beaudoin, OMI

Most o f  the photographs in this volum e are by Father Jo ze f P ielorz, OMI.

I have benefited  from  the advice and help o f  Fathers M ichel C ourvoisier and Laurent Roy.



Eugene at 23 years o f age.
(Portrait sketched by G. L. C hretien , Paris, 1805)





A -  DIARY OF HIS ITALIAN EXILE

(1791-1802)

INTRODUCTION

Eugene de Mazenod’s Diary of his exile in Italy was published 
under the general title of “Family Memoirs,” In Missions OMI 1866 (pp. 
109-144 and 265-304).

Father Achille Rey, OMI, then editor of Missions, presents these 
“Memoirs” with the following short introduction:

Under this title, we are beginning the publication o f a number o f  
documents that the perusal o f our archives has placed in our hands: 
they all concern the first years o f our venerated Founder’s life. They are 
reproduced textually: our work consists solely in forging into a unified 
story the various episodes that are told as separate items. We let Bishop 
de Mazenod speak fo r  himself, as we cite the extracts o f  a narration, 
that was written by him between sixteen and nineteen years o f age, and 
completed later, concerning his travels and stay in Italy.

This introduction of Father Rey points to an editorial work in three 
stages: a narration, made by Eugene “between sixteen and nineteen 
years of age,” a supplementary writing “later” by Bishop de Mazenod, 
and the additions of the editor of Missions “in forging into a unified 
story various episodes that are told as separate items.”

What is it we know exactly about each of these stages of the edit
ing process of the exile Diary?

1 -  Eugene's composition prior to his return to Aix in 1802.

Eugene certainly took notes at the time of his travels to Naples and 
in Sicily, but he expressly affirms, in 1805, that he lost everything.



At the beginning of 1805, he informed his father of his imminent 
trip to Paris. The latter then gave him some prudential advice and 
invited him to write his memoirs. Eugene replied on May 24:

I f  I  had been luckier and the diary o f my travels, which I  can no 
longer find, had fallen into your hands, you would not have fe lt obliged 
to suggest I  keep a record on my journeys o f whatever would, appear to 
merit remembering. And what use would travelling be, if  one neglected 
to make thoughtful observations on the different objects o f interest that 
so frequently present themselves. I  cannot imagine what pleasure there 
can be in running around the world, bundled like a parcel from one car
riage to another. I f  that is how one travels nowadays, it is not my way.

Mr. de Mazenod replied on July 11, 1805:

“Why did you not tell me sooner that you forgot here your account 
o f your earlier travels? Perhaps I  could have recovered it, but after 
three years there is nothing that can be done. I  only remember that after 
your departure, there were on the floor o f your room some sheets o f  
paper scattered about that one would have taken fo r  waster paper 
and that Nanon1 will have used to feed  her kitchen fire, as on another 
occasion a famous library served to heat the baths o f  Alexandria. 
Ignorant barbarians are the same in all countries, but you were much at 
fau lt as well, fo r  you should not have compiled your observations on 
loose sheets, but in copybooks which would have been less likely to go 
astray.” 2

Did Eugene rediscover, after 1805, any fragments of this Diary? 
Father Rey leads one to suppose as much when he presents these 
“Family Memoirs,” and the Founder also affirms this when he speaks of 
his visit to Pompeii in 1798: “I find in my notes that only a street, a the
atre, and a country house were as yet discovered....” 3 But nothing 
remains today of these original notes.

1 Nanon: W idow  Anne Feraud, dom estic servant o f the de M azenods from  1783. 
She followed them  to Italy  and died in Palermo on M arch 20, 1811.

2 Eugene to his father, A ix, M ay 24, 1805 and the P resident's reply o f July 11 ,1805. 
O rig.: B ibl. M ejanes, papiers Boisgelin .

3 Cf. infra, p. 73.



2 -  When did Bishop de Mazenod “later complete” his travel notes?

Through internal criticism of the text, one may succeed in fixing 
some fairly precise dates.

After his return to France in 1802, Eugene delves into his father’s 
papers and gets interested in his family history. He would then have had 
the time to write his memoirs, as he was often at a loose end. But he 
does not seem to have gone back over the story of his exile in Italy just 
then; he would have said something about it in the numerous letters he 
wrote to his father.

A number of details allow us to affirm that a section of this Diary 
was written between 1823 and 1839. When he told the story of his jour
ney from Nice to Turin, at the end of 1791, he adds: “These are all 
places I have since seen again with different eyes and in other circum
stances.” Now, in the subsequent period, he repeated the journey twice. 
He passed through Nice and Turin while going to Rome in November 
1825, then, in the opposite direction, while returning from Switzerland 
at the end of November 1830.4 Next he names the members of his fam
ily who made the journey from Turin to Venice in 1794. After the name 
of his uncle Charles-Fortune, he writes: “Now Bishop of Marseilles,” 5 
i.e., between 1823 and 1837. At the end of the journey from Turin to 
Venice, Eugene mentions the name of the Marquis de Montgrand, and 
adds: “If someone had said we would find ourselves forty and forty-five 
years later, the one the Mayor, and the other first Vicar General and then 
Bishop of Marseilles, we would have said he was dreaming. But that is 
precisely what happened.” 6 Forty and forty-five years after 1794, brings 
us to the years 1834-1839.7

4 Cf. infra, p. 28, and no te  20.

5 Cf. infra, p. 34.

6 Cf. in fra , p. 36. The M arquis de M ontgrand was M ayor o f M arseilles from  1813 
to 1829.

7 O ther exam ples could  be given: the Revest fam ily to ld  their stories o f Eugene's 
goodness as a ch ild  “30 years later.” Thirty  years a fter 1790-1791 brings us beyond 1820 
(Cf. infra, p. 21).

Among the teachers at the College o f N obles, Turin, was Father Cadolin i “ today 
a b ishop in the M arches o f A ncona” (Cf. infra, p. 29). Father Cadolin i was named B ishop 
o f C esena in 1822 and transferred  to A ncona in 1838. Fie was m ade C ardinal in 1843. 
B ishop  de M azenod does not m ention the card inalate , he probab ly  w rote  this page 
betw een 1838 and 1843.



So this is the time Bishop de Mazenod would have written the first 
part of this Diary. He would have found the time for this quite easily 
since, between 1833 and 1835, as bishop of Icosia, he could not exer
cise his role as Vicar General of Marseilles and, in 1835, he spent sev
eral months in the houses of N.-D. de l ’Osier and N.-D. de Laus. He 
likewise considerably reduced his activities for a number of months in 
1837 for health reasons. He even had to go and rest outside Marseilles 
from May 29 to August 2.8

On the basis of other phrases one must conclude that other parts of 
the Diary were written after 1849-1851. This is surprising as during the 
last ten years of his life bishop de Mazenod was always very busy.

During his stay in Naples, in 1798, Eugene made a visit to Portici 
and another to Pompeii. When he speaks of Portici, he writes: “This is 
where Pope Pius IX was received during his stay in Naples.” 9 Now Pius 
IX stayed in the royal castle of Portici from September 4, 1849 to April 
4, 1850.

In his narration of the visit to Pompeii, Bishop de Mazenod makes 
the following remark: “I later recognized the house in which our guide 
had made some pretty pictures visible by throwing water on the 
walls.” 10 This is a surprising remark. Nowhere in all his writings does 
bishop de Mazenod even hint that he made a second visit to Pompeii. 
But Father Rey11 says that on the occasion of their trip to Rome, from 
the end of January to the beginning of April 1851, for the approbation 
of some changes in the Rules, the Founder and Father Tempier spent 
“five days” in Naples. On the basis of this Diary entry, they would thus 
have gone as well to Pompeii.

In Palermo, Eugene speaks of the three daughters of King 
Ferdinand “two of whom are dead” (see infra p. 94). Now, one died in

8 Cf. Oblate W ritings 9, pp. 36-51, and 9, p.XXIH.

9 Cf. infra, p. 72 and note 77.

10 Cf. infra, p. 73.

11 Cf. Rey, II, p. 484. In 1851, Father Rey lived in M arseilles and thus spoke from  
his own know ledge o f the matter.



1806 and the other, Marie-Christine, in 1849.12 These various comments 
of the Founder, in the course of his narrative, allow us this to say that he 
wrote these pages at various times after 1823 and up to the last years of 
his life.

3 -  What was Father Key’s contribution?

Father Achille Rey, first editor of Missions OMI from 1862 to 
1867,13 had the intention “solely of forging into a unified story the var
ious episodes that are told as separate items.”

However, he certainly went further. A third of the narrative is of his 
writing. It is easy to spot what is his, since he writes in the third person 
singular, while the Founder tells his story in the first person.

The pages written by Father Rey are of great interest. They disclose 
a host of details, highly coloured, relating to Eugene’s childhood and his 
life as an exile.14

But what are Father Rey’s sources for this? He knew Mrs. de 
Mazenod.15 He could have got her talking and heard from her some 
anecdotes on Eugene's character as a child.16 But most of the other 
details could have been known only to, and told by, Bishop de Mazenod 
himself, as his mother and his sister Eugenie only lived with him for less 
than a year in Venice.

The first editor of Missions spent some fifteen years in the major 
seminary of Marseilles, just a few steps from the Bishop’s Palace. Like 
other scholastics and Fathers from the seminary he may have helped the 
Founder copy his letters into the Register of important letters and

12 Yet ano ther detail reveals that B ishop  de M azenod w rote  after 1847. A t the time 
o f his v isit to C aserta  in 1798, Eugene alludes to the Roquefavour aqueduct near A ix (Cf. 
in fra , p. 73). This aqueduct was under construction  betw een 1842 and 1847.

13 Cf. E. B affie, Le bon Pere L.-A. Rey..., Paris, (1912), pp. 53 and 71, and H. 
Verkin, M issions de la Congregation des M issionnaires O blats de M .I . , in D ictionnaire  
historique oblat.

14 They m ust be published: w ithout them  the F ounder’s text would  be incomplete 
and less inte llig ib le  because lacking  its historical context.

15 He arrived at the M arseilles scholasticate  in 1846 and M rs. de M azenod  d ied  in 
1851. She used to spend a few  m onths each  year in the B ishop 's Palace.

16 infra, pp. 20-21.



worked with him, all the more since he was already known for his tal
ents as a writer. It seems it was he himself and Father Casimir Aubert 
who, at Bishop de Mazenod’s request, edited and published the Notice 
historique et statistique sur la Congregation for the years 1853-1854, 
1854-1855 and 1857-1858.17 He will then have had the opportunity of 
questioning the Superior General about his past as he did Father 
Tempier.18 That is what he affirms, moreover, when he speaks of the 
extraction of Eugene’s cyst in Turin. He writes: “We heard him tell us 
he invoked the Holy Spirit.” 19

But while he may have heard from the Founder’s own mouth some 
of the details of his story, Father Rey also made use of written sources. 
He had in his possession letters and documents that subsequently dis
appeared, in particular the President’s letters to his son while the latter 
was in the College of Nobles, Turin, from 1792 1793.20 Again, he seems 
to publish only certain pages of the Founder’s text and to summarize or 
tell in his own words the contents of other pages. An example enables 
us to make this assertion. Speaking of the period in Naples, Father Rey 
writes: “On the subject of piety, we have no information for the whole 
period Eugene spent in Naples, except that he was so little embarrassed 
at displaying his Christian allegiance that, big lad and fine young man 
though he was, he did not hesitate to serve each day the mass of his 
uncle, now Bishop of Marseilles.” Thus the editor follows the Founder’s 
text so closely here that he copies out this detail: “Now Bishop of 
Marseilles.” This can readily be attributed to the pen of Bishop de 
Mazenod writing a section of the Diary when his uncle was Bishop of 
Marseilles before 1837, while it cannot be put down to Father Rey who 
could not have written this before 1837 as he did not enter the novitiate 
until 1844.21

17 Cf. Y. B eaudoin, Father C asim ir A ubert OM I in Oblate W ritings  It, 5, 1993, p. 
94, and H. Verkin, M issions... in Dictionnaire h istorique oblat.

18 He pub lished  some notes on Father Tempier before the la tte r’s death, Cf. Oblate  
Writings  0 , Vol. I, p. 229, note 1.

19 Cf. infra, p. 31.

20 Infra, p. 27.

21 Cf. infra, p. 65.



Whether he writes what he “heard told” by the Founder or whether 
he puts into his own words the latter’s written texts, one can be sure that 
Father Rey is striving to be accurate. Father Boudens, who made a study 
of the historical reliability of the Founder’s first biographies, those of J. 
Jeancard, A. Ricard, R. Cooke, T. Rambert and A. Rey, wrote: “Of all 
the biographers of whom we have spoken, Father Rey is without a doubt 
the most conscientious and the most exact. He verifies his facts wher
ever possible. Often he corrected those who had written prior to him
self.” 22

Why did Bishop de Mazenod write this Diary?

For young people especially, travel like study expands the horizons 
and develops the understanding. In his youth, Eugene did not think one 
could travel the world “bundled like a parcel from one carriage to 
another.” “What use would travelling be,” he wrote his father in 1805, 
“if one neglected to make thoughtful observations on the different 
objects of interest that so frequently present themselves?” 23

If he took these notes up again much later in his life, it was solely 
to please his friends. He wrote this himself before recounting the story 
of his trip to Vesuvius: “I merely sketch out,” he affirms, “for the amuse
ment of my friends, who have expressed to me a desire to know about 
my adventures while in exile, some features that are personal to myself 
and possess no other interest than what the friendship they bear me 
would give them.” 24

22 Cf. R. Boudens, Les p rem iers b iographes de M g r  de  Mazenod, in E tudes obla tes
17 (1958), pp. 3-37. Father Rey has reproduced in his b iography o f the Founder m ost o f 
the pages he had w ritten in the Exile Diary.

23 Letter dated May 24, 1805. O rig.: A ix, B ibl. M ejanes, papiers Boisgelin .

24 Cf. infra, p. 68. The  friends in question  would be B ishop Jeancard , C anon 
R icard, his fu ture  biographers, but also O blates, such as Fathers Tempier, C. Aubert, and 
also Rey. On January  27, 1859, the latter was singled  out by the General C ouncil for work 
as “chron ic le r o f  the C ongregation .”



Conclusion

In this Exile Diary one comes actually to know Eugene by means 
of “some features” that are personal to him, and also by the way in 
which he tells the story of a number of journeys and the principal fes
tivities he took part in Venice, Palermo, and Monreale.

These pages, few as they are, are not simply “Family Memoirs,” but 
a precious heritage without which the childhood and youth of the 
Founder would be much less well known.

Father Yvon Beaudoin, O.M.l.



TEXT1

1 -  Family childhood and early school days in Aix 

(1782-1791)

1) Family

Charles Joseph Eugene de Mazenod was born in Aix on August 1, 
1782. You know that his family held one of the foremost ranks in the 
magistracy. His grandfather,2 a lovable and cultivated man, had first 
served in the musketeers; when his health forbade him to continue in 
that service, he became President of the Court of Excise, Exchequer, 
etc. of Provence; his talents soon brought him to the summit of that 
College, whose complete confidence he enjoyed. He was dispatched to 
Paris to represent it in the endless disputes arising between it and the 
Parliament with which it was meant to work in harmony, and over which 
it would have had certain rights of precedence, as it had succeeded the 
former court of Exchequer of Provence, well before the foundation of 
Parliament.3 On his trips to Paris he was admitted into the intimate 
counsels of His Royal Highness the Dauphin,4 the father of King Louis 
XVI, Louis XVIII and Charles X, along with President d'Eguilles,5 his

1 Orig. disappeared . C opy in M issions OM I 1866, pp. 109-144, 265-304.

2 Charles A lexander de M azenod (1718-1795) served in the first company o f  the 
m ounted  m usketeers from  1735 to 1739. H e then studied  law and obtained  by royal let
ters dated February  10, 1741, an appo in tm ent as p resident o f the C ourt o f Exchequer, 
Excizes and F inances o f  Provence.

3 On the debates betw een the Court o f Exchequer and the Parliam ent o f Provence, 
and the ro le played by Charles A lexander, cf. J. Leflon , Eugene de Mazenod, (Tr. Francis 
D. F lanagan, om i) Vol. I: T he  Steps o f a vocation, 1782-1814, Fordham  University  Press, 
New  York, 1961, 37-40, 42-45.

4 Louis, son King Louis XV  (1710-1774) and Queen M arie  Leszczynska, born  in 
1729, and dying  before his fa ther in 1765.

5 A lexander Jean  B aptiste  Boyer, M arqu is  o f Eguilles (+1783), re la ted  by m arriage 
to Charles A lexander.



relative and friend. When Parliament was united in Provence with the 
Court of Exchequer, something that should have been done everywhere, 
he not only maintained the same influence in his College whose second 
President he was, (Mr. D'Albertas6 was the first), but he exerted it 
throughout the province with that superiority that comes from gifted
ness joined with virtue: he was its model. His son,7 president at the same 
time as himself both in the Court of Exchequer and in Parliament, dis
tinguished himself in like fashion by a lofty ability. The revolution inter
rupted his career. The last public act that testifies to the opinion the 
countryside had formed of him is his nomination by the Estates of 
Provence to the French National Assembly. It is of him that Eugene was 
born.

2) Childhood: character, goodness and uprightness, piety.

It is impossible not to discern the future designs of Providence for 
this child, when one considers the qualities which developed early on in 
his soul. I have heard it told that while still in rompers the sure way to 
quieten him when he cried was to take him to the church; there he fell 
silent at once, and one could not help smiling when one saw him listen
ing to the preacher, as if he understood what he was saying, and imitat
ing with his tiny hands the gestures he saw him making.

When he started talking, he showed a strength of character rare in 
children of that age, which thrilled his maternal grandfather,8 who had 
a great fondness for him. He never sought anything by crying, and 
before he had learned how one ought to behave when one wanted some
thing, in those early years when children show what they want by tears, 
he would say haughtily: “I want it.”

6 Jean B aptisle  d 'A lbertas (+1790)

7 Charles Antoine (1745-1820), Eugene's father, licensed in utroque  in 1763 and 
1764, and in 1771 P resident in the Court o f Exchequer, Excise  and F inances o f Provence. 
On M arch 12, 1789, he was e lected  as deputy  o f Provence to the Estates G eneral, con
voked in Versailles for the follow ing April 27. H is e lection  and that o f h is co lleagues was 
not recognized  as valid. Cf. J. Leflon, 59-62.

8 Joseph  Thom as Joannis (1717-1795), M rs. de M azenod 's father. He was a m ed
ical docto r and royal p ro fessor in the faculty  o f A ix. Cf. J. Leflon, I, p. 29-30.



His family’s social position obliged it to have a large domestic staff: 
there were twelve in his father’s house, all anxious to serve him and 
anticipate his every desire; but foreshadowing that simple life-style he 
adopted later on he used to slip away quietly and devote himself to var
ious good deeds, which his maternal grandfather decided he should be 
left free to perform without anyone seeming to notice, happy to see the 
development so early in this young child, who was no more than five or 
six, of qualities that are often acquired only with a great deal of effort at 
a more advanced age. A thing that was noticed about him from this early 
age, with some wonder, was an unusual degree of affectivity which 
caused him to empathize, to the point of sharing in their pain, with all 
the troubles of others. At such times he knew no peace until he had 
brought comfort in his own way to those he saw grieving or suffering. 
His grandfather, a man of outstanding piety, encouraged his good ten
dencies by letting him have, small child though he was, a sum to give 
away as alms. He was once seen giving away his coat to a little char- 
coal-burner who had none, and when he was corrected by someone 
affecting to contrast his position and that of the little charcoal-burner, he 
answered cheerily: “What of it? I will be a charcoal-burner president.”

The whole family of Mr. Revest, the famous Parliamentary lawyer, 
cherished a strong affection for Eugene. This man of law, who would 
assemble in his study the most brilliant members of the bar in Aix, 
allowed no one near him when he was busy in his office or dictating to 
his clerks, but little Eugene was the exception to the rule. As soon as he 
entered, Mr. Revest picked him up in his arms and went on with his dic
tation as he walked up and down holding this child, who listened atten
tively to his pronouncements.

One day Eugene went into the lawyer’s house and was surprised to 
see there was no fire: “Why, he said to he family, don’t you have any 
heating today, although it is really cold?” The ladies answered, teasing 
him, the child was not yet six: “Because we are poor and wood is expen
sive.” Eugene said goodbye and left: an hour later he is seen pushing 
along with some difficulty a little cart, loaded up with branches, that he 
drops briskly outside their door, saying: “Now then, here’s something to 
warm you up.” You can imagine the whole family’s feelings confronted 
with this sign of goodness. Several of its members used to tell it still 
thirty years later with tears in their eyes.



You will find it surprising that Eugene was able to do this kind of 
thing without interference, but you must not forget his maternal grand
father’s orders to let him be when his little heart inspired him to some 
good work. An eye was kept on him from a distance, he was observed 
without suspecting it, and Eugene told nothing to anyone, delighted to 
have done his bit without anyone knowing. So it was he was permitted 
on this occasion to do all this work that was really beyond his age, and 
he carried it out with an incredible vigor.

This sensitivity towards the trouble of others, along with a tender 
affection for all who loved him, has been one of his distinctive charac
teristics all his life. At the age of ten, when he was in the college in 
Turin, he learnt of the death of his mother’s chambermaid’s daughter. 
The thought of the grief this young person’s mother must have felt and 
distress at the loss of someone devoted to him, had such a strong effect 
on him that they had to get him to lie down on his bed, where he wept 
hot tears and sobbed even though these people were not present to his 
sight.

It was the same thing in Venice when he witnessed the death in the 
Zinelli house, where he had been welcomed with such kindness, as we 
shall be narrating below, of the eldest brother of this respected family. 
He was then fourteen, but it was so touching to see him in the grief he 
felt and the evidence of concern he expressed both to the mother and the 
brothers of the deceased, that that family pledged him a paternal attach
ment that never flagged.

Another remarkable quality that developed in Eugene from his ten- 
derest years was a great sense of justice and love for the truth that ren
dered him incapable of the least lie. So, when he was at fault, he never 
made excuses, still less did he conceal his wrongdoing. This frankness 
took its origin in the depths of that forceful character he bore from his 
birth.

We have said he did not cry for what he wanted; rather he showed 
himself to be wilful, but he would always respond to reason: he would 
have balked at punishment, especially if he did not think it deserved. 
Besides, he did not behave in such a way as to incur it. His sense of jus
tice did not allow him to be passive when others were subject to the 
slightest unjustified accusation.



One day a child gave him something in exchange for a beautiful fan 
of his mother’s that Eugene thought he could give away. The child’s par
ents, seeing him come home with this expensive fan, were afraid he had 
stolen it, and when they wanted to know how he had got it, he insisted 
little Eugene had given it to him. They hurriedly went with their son to 
Madame de Mazenod’s to return this valuable object. The more they 
made excuses for their son’s foolishness, the more Eugene feared this 
child would be accused of having filched the fan, and without hesitating 
to own his own culpability, he forcefully exclaimed: “Don’t accuse that 
child, he paid for the fan.” Eugene’s mother contented herself with 
telling her son he had done wrong to give away what did not belong to 
him, but in acknowledgment of the correct behavior of the other child’s 
good parents, she nobly begged the mother to accept the fan as a gift.

He never liked children’s games, and was always seen to prefer the 
company of grown-ups. When the conversation turned to serious mat
ters, he ran off for a stool and sat at the speaker's feet, attentively lis
tening to all they said without even indulging himself in interruptions, 
unless these people, surprised at the interest shown by a child in a con
versation that seemed beyond his years, saw fit to question him so as to 
hear the sensible answers that did not fail him.

He liked all the same to play ‘chapel,’9 but he was serious in his 
representation of the Church’s ceremonies, and those who served him 
would have very much displeased him if they had let slip a smile at his 
sermon, or if they had seemed distracted in the tasks he entrusted them 
with for the service of his chapel.

One would have said he prided himself on not being a child, but in 
his case it was something natural and due to precocious qualities that 
developed daily. So, when he had to leave France at the time of the 
Revolution, he was only nine.10 He was told the evening before that he 
would be leaving the next day. He asked earnestly if he might go and

9 Im itating liturgical cerem onies, like a serious game.

10 To be precise, e igh t years and eigh t months.



give a hug to his good friends in the Revest family, promising solemnly 
that he would not betray the secret that had just been confided to him. 
Sure enough, he had himself brought to the Revest home, and feeling 
the tears coming on at the thought that he was going to leave them 
behind he abruptly left the group with his heart bursting, wishing them 
all a curt good evening. The family, after being so good to this child, 
understood what it meant only when it learned the next day that Eugene 
had left for Nice.

The C ity o f Aix





II -  Nice and T\irin (1791-1794)

3) Reasons for the departure

Here then are the reasons for that hasty departure, as they are given 
to us in the account we have promised:

As he had been declared under arrest by the revolutionaries, on his 
return from his mission to the Estates General, my father left France and 
went to Nice" and soon from there he sent me his brother to bring me 
to him. I left Aix with my uncle on April 20, 1791,12 and arrived in Nice 
on April 23, which was Holy Saturday. There really must have been a 
genuine fear of the threat made to do away with the children of the 
nobility, for my mother to have consented to let me undertake that jour
ney even before I had quite got over an illness that had taken a lot out 
of me. My two grandfathers, my grandmother,13 my uncle the priest,14 
my whole family together raised not a single objection to the prompt 
execution of my father’s orders. I was not yet nine years old. All I could 
do was to keep the secret as a grown-up would have done. This was 
enjoined upon me, and faithfully observed.

This departure interrupted the studies Eugene had begun in the 
Bourbon College, where he was in the sixth15 form with the success he 
always had in his classes. We have turned up a prize he was awarded

11 P residen t de M azenod left A ix on D ecem ber 13, 1790. N ice was then part o f the 
K ingdom  o f Sardinia.

12 In M issions OM I 1866, 114  it is w ritten: "M arch  31, 1790, and I arrived in N ice 
on April 3." These  dates are erroneous, cf. J. Leflon I, p. 79, note 40. Eugene left w ith his 
uncle Charles Louis Eugene (1750-1832), chevalier and naval captain.

13 M rs. Joannis, nee Catherine E lizabeth  Bonnet (+1811).

14 Fortune de M azenod (1749-1841).

15 "The sixth," i.e., the beginning  o f the secondary  course. The M azenods and the 
Joannis w ithdrew  Eugene from  the Bourbon College no doubt a little  after January  30, 
1791. T hat was actually  the day the D octrinaires, teachers in the College, had solemnly 
taken the constitu tional oath prescribed  on N ovem ber 27, 1790, to all ecclesiastical func
tionaries. Cf. J. Leflon I, pp. 76-77.



that year, while some letters that his father wrote him from Nice,16 dur
ing the time Eugene was placed in the Turin college, prove he was con
sistently first in his class in that college, as his father advised him, on 
that occasion, not to be puffed up with pride at his success, and always 
to have for the competitors he was outstripping feelings of friendship 
and goodwill.

4) Eugene's short stay in Nice in 1791

Moreover, in the classes in the Turin college, there was a double 
merit in overcoming the difficulties, for teaching was done in Italian, 
and this was clearly not Eugene’s native tongue. His whole knowledge 
of it at that time consisted in what he had learned in the few months he 
had spent in Nice before going on to Turin. His father had him follow a 
course in the former of these cities. What a problem to compose his 
essay or translation in a foreign language! What did Eugene do? He 
called in aid all the passers-by. His family were living in the Sauvaigne 
home, which gave onto the embankment, a public promenade beside the 
sea. Eugene was doing his work on the doorway and as soon as he was 
stuck for the meaning of an Italian word, he would stop the first pedes
trian to come along, who would be only too happy to explain it to him.

I stayed in Nice five months, the account continues. Meanwhile, 
my mother and aunt came to join us;17 their mother came too meaning 
to return soon to my grandfather's side. This was a great joy for me. 
Believing the events in France did not permit of an early return, my par
ents got down to securing me the possibility of continuing my educa
tion. It was decided to place me in the College of Noble, Turin.18 My 
mother and grandmother undertook to bring me. My mother at that time

16 These letters have not been found. In a le tter to his s ister Eugen ie , w ritten  from  
Palermo on M arch 12, 1802. Eugene confirm s that he had received in Turin several letters 
from  his father, carefu lly  preserved.

17 M rs. de M azenod, her s ister M rs. D edons de P ierrefeu  and their mother, M rs. 
Joannis.

18 A t that time Turin was the capital o f the k ingdom  o f Sardin ia  and hence the royal 
residence.



was scarcely thirty years old, and my grandmother just over fifty. Every 
reminder I have of that darling grandmother moves me deeply. I always 
loved her as dearly as my mother: which means as much as one can love 
here below.19

5) His education at the College of Nobles, Turin. His first commu
nion.

We arrived at Turin by way of l'Escarene,20 Sospel; we crossed the 
Col de Tende, came down by Limone, Cuneo, Savigliano, Racconigi, all 
places I have since seen again with different eyes and in different cir
cumstances. I think that this was in September 1791.21

The College of Nobles where I was placed had just been entrusted 
to the Barnabite Fathers by King Victor Amadeus. These religious 
devoted themselves to giving a polished education to the children of the 
distinguished families entrusted to them. I was among the first to enter 
this college, and Father Scati,22 who was rector, made me his great 
friend from that moment. He was a highly esteemed religious. He died 
as General of the Barnabites, after refusing a bishopric, which was 
offered him during the Revolution. If he had continued longer in his 
career, he would have been made cardinal. We own him the complete 
edition of the works of Cardinal Gerdil,23 his colleague and friend.

19 Eugene got to know  and appreciate  his g randm other especially  a fter his return  to 
A ix betw een 1802 and 1808. He w rote her several letters from  the sem inary o f St. Sulpice. 
Som e o f them  have been pub lished  in Oblate W ritings 14. Eugene was very d istressed 
when he learned o f her death  on August 15, 1811. H e was still at the sem inary, on ho li
days at Issy.

i0 In M issions  w e find: E scarena, Sorpella, L im on, Coni, Savillan, Raconigi.

21 W ritten  as: "Sep tem ber 1790," in M issions 1866, (p. 116). Eugene m ade the 
sam e jou rney  afterwards at least tw ice. He passed  by N ice and Turin going  to R om e for 
the approval o f the Rules in N ovember 1825. A t the end o f N ovember 1830, he did it in 
the opposite  d irection  when he left Sw itzerland where he had spent the summer. He 
passed by Turin to rejoin his uncle in N ice. Cf. Oblate W ritings 6, pp. 189-192, and 7, pp. 
225-228.

22 Father L eopoldo Scati (w ritten as Scatti in Missions'), who died on D ecem ber 10, 
1816, was not general but provincial o f the B arnabites in Piedmont.

23 Jean-Frangois G erdil, B arnabite, was born in Samoens in Savoy on June 23, 
1718. He was appointed  cardinal in pe tto  on April 26, 1773. He was P refect o f  the 
Congregation  o f P ropaganda and a m ember o f  several curia] congregations. He died in 
Rome on A ugust 12, 1802.



I stayed at the College just over three years. My teacher was Father 
Massimini, and at that time Father Cadolini,24 today bishop in the 
Marches of Ancona, was one of my masters. Mr. Tavenet, of St. Sulpice, 
was assistant of one of the dormitories I lived in, and I owe it to his 
severity that I studied properly, and was consistently at the top of my 
classes.25

We have told above how Eugene got his homework done. It seems 
his masters and in particular Father Scati were also happy with his good 
sense, for he was admitted to first communion before the age of ten. He 
had this joy on Holy Thursday in the year 1792.26 Prior to this, appar
ently finding him more level-headed than his fellows, he was made pre
fect over his dormitory (camerata). His father, ever attentive to direct 
Eugene's development from afar, wrote him again on this subject to 
advise him to make use in a proper manner of this authority, and to 
make allowances for his companions’ weaknesses.

Father Rector and the other Fathers always held him in great affec
tion, and held him up as a model. For this child was endowed with qual
ities rarely found in one of that age. He had the opportunity of display
ing them at various times when he was able to make use of his influence 
in his dormitory to maintain the good spirit the Superiors wanted to see 
prevail there.

This was the time that the Duke d'Angouleme and the Duke de 
Berry,27 who took refuge in Turin close to the King, their grandfather,

24 Antonio  M aria  Cadolin i (1771-1851), b ishop o f C esena in 1822, transferred  to 
A ncona in 1838. He was m ade cardinal in 1843.

25 On studies and form ation  m ethod in the College o f N obles, see J. Leflon, I, pp.
83ff.

26 April 5, 1792.

27 Louis Antoine, Duke d 'A ngoulem e (1775-1884) and Charles Ferdinand, Duke 
de Berry (1778-1820), son o f  the future K ing Charles X , m arried to M arie T herese, daugh
ter o f the K ing o f  Sardinia.



came to visit the College of Nobles, accompanied by His Grace the 
Duke de Sorrent, their tutor. Eugene was presented to them, and the 
princes were invited to enter his little room as being the neatest in the 
whole dormitory. His Grace the Duke de Berry wanted to measure his 
height against Eugene’s, who, although younger by four years, was 
taller than he, which the prince remarked on with astonishment.

6) Operation for a cyst. Confirmation.

In the interval between his first communion and his confirmation, 
namely, between Holy Thursday and Trinity Sunday 1792,28 Eugene 
gave fresh proof of the delicacy of his feelings and his strength of char
acter. It is noteworthy on account of his age. The child had carried from 
birth a cyst in the inside corner of his left eye. His parents, fearful lest 
this cyst grow and disfigure him, decided to have it removed by a com
petent surgeon, such as was Doctor Pinchinati, first surgeon to the King. 
There was no trouble in getting the child’s consent, too well-disposed to 
go against his family’s wishes. The day was fixed, and his mother was 
due to arrive from Nice the evening before to be present at this painful 
operation. Eugene wanted to spare her the pain of seeing him suffer. He 
insistently asked Reverend Father Rector to graciously allow the opera
tion to be brought forward, so that his mother would find it already over 
when she arrived. The Reverend Father Rector was touched by this del
icate thought, and gladly gave his consent.

Everything was got ready in the rooms of Father Rector who 
wished to be present at the operation. The first surgeon to the King 
arrived accompanied by his pupils; the child was praised for his 
courage, he was displaying a resolution that astonished everyone. It was 
here that God was waiting for him to give him a small humiliation 
which he drew down on himself perhaps by counting too much on his 
own strength. When all the instruments which had been shut up in the 
doctor's case had been set out on a table, when the child saw the lancet,

28 Confirm ation  on June 3, 1792.



bistouri, hooked scissors, tongs, lint, etc., he thought they were going to 
cut off his head, and his courage deserted him; all those instruments of 
torture had to be put away again, and the surgeon and his pupils left.

Eugene went back to his room in total confusion, and with a move
ment of fervour he threw himself on his knees and invoked Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, whom it would seem he had not prayed to beforehand. We 
have heard him say he addressed himself to the Holy Spirit with great 
confidence. This fervent prayer was agreeable to the Lord, for immedi
ately the child rose with fresh courage, and going back into the room of 
Father Rector he asked him to recall the doctor, resolved that he would 
undergo the operation, however painful it might be. Father Rector, in 
wonder at this change, had Mr. Pinchinati recalled, and he immediately 
got ready to begin the operation. It was very long and painful, frighten
ing even on account of the amount of blood which came from the vein 
that had to be severed to remove the cyst. The cyst could only be 
removed by repeatedly draining off the fatty matter which it contained, 
and cutting it each time with the hooked scissors, which considerably 
prolonged the operation. The supernatural strength that Eugene had 
obtained from the Holy Spirit by his prayer, did not show itself only in 
the resolution to undergo the operation, but in the courage which sus
tained him throughout: no cry came from him and he uttered not a sin
gle complaint. His mother arrived that very evening and was touched, as 
one can well imagine, by the thoughtfulness of her son who had wanted 
to spare her the pain of seeing him suffer.

The treatment was prolonged, so much so that the time for the gen
eral confirmation having arrived, there was a fear that Eugene would not 
be able to take part. His Eminence Cardinal Archbishop Costa, Arch
bishop of Turin, thoughtfully suggested confirming him in private. But 
it proved unnecessary to have resort to this kindness, and the child was 
confirmed along with all the others on Trinity Sunday, 1792, in the tiny 
church adjacent to the Archbishop’s palace.

Eugene’s attraction to piety sustained him throughout the time he 
spent in the college. It showed itself in the relish he always showed for 
religious ceremonies. During the whole time he spent in the dormitory 
called St. Anthony, the second he occupied during his stay in the col
lege, he got up regularly nearly an hour before the rest to say mass 
gravely in a little chapel he had got ready with his comrades, and which 
was furnished with all the necessary furnishings.



With the French patriots, the account says, threatening to overrun 
the whole of Piedmont, my father did not feel his family to safe in Turin: 
he made the decision to leave this city to move to Venice, and take shel
ter in the lagoons of a republic which he thought would be respected by 
. the French republicans.

The C ity o f N ice
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III-Venice (1794-1797)

7) Journey from Turin to Venice. Twelve days on a boat.

On May 2, 17974, my father hired a large boat on which he 
embarked with all his family, made up at that time of my father, Charles 
Antoine de Mazenod; my mother, Marie Rose Eugenie de Joannis; my 
great uncle Auguste Andre de Mazenod, archdeacon, vicar general of 
Marseilles; my uncle Charles Fortune de Mazenod, sacristan, vicar gen
eral of Aix, since become bishop of Marseilles; my uncle Charles Louis 
Eugene de Mazenod, Chevalier of St. Louis, then captain of the King’s 
fleet, since become real-admiral; my aunt Elizabeth de Joannis, 
Marchioness of Dons Pierrefeu; my first cousin little Joseph Emile de 
Dons, Marquis of Pierrefeu; Nanon, chambermaid of my mother, along 
with my cousin’s nurse; my sister and myself. Many emigres made the 
same decision, and asked my father permission to embark with us: 
among them were many priests. Among the lay folk we had the Colonia 
family, that of Durand-Dubraye, and the Marquis of Ponteves. Never 
was travel had so cheaply. Thanks to my father’s graciousness, to whom 
the boat was hired, it cost only 15 livres from Piedmont, and likewise 
only 12 livres for the priests, who were judged to be poorer than the lay 
folk. The journey was not without its light side; it lasted twelve days, 
for every evening we would stop somewhere for the night.

Everywhere we met with the most cordial hospitality. The patriots29 
had not yet passed that way. It was a question of who could do the most 
for us! They came upon board to take and lodge us comfortably in the 
town. The first evening we stopped at Casale Monferrato,30 capital of 
Montferrat. It was an honest lawyer who sought the privilege of having 
my father and mother. Not content with having us in his home for sup
per and to sleep, he and his wife accompanied us back to the boat, and 
forced us to accept some small provisions for the day’s journey. I deeply 
regret not keeping a record of the name of these fine people.

29 The Revolutionaries.

3° W rongly  w ritten  as "Casal M agg io re” in M issions 1866, p. 120.


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































