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 From the 
Provincial
2020 –A Year of missed opportunities, 
or new missionary zeal?

I am not sure how to describe 2020 - as memorable  
or unforgettable. While the global pandemic had a  
massive impact on our lives and the world it did also  
offer some new opportunities. 

Someone asked me how I was going as a new Provincial during 
these challenging times. My response was that I felt like I am a 
‘war time’ Provincial. Fr Thomas Haugh OMI would have been the 
Vicar Provincial of the Australian Vicariate during the Second World 
War, when we were still part of the Anglo/Irish Province and there 
was very little contact with the home Province. We experience 
the same isolation cut off from the rest of the world with global 
travel restrictions but I think what shocked us more were the travel 
restrictions in our own country.

At the time I was asked the question, I was living for the first time in 
my life, and in living memory in Australia, under curfew. I could not 
travel more than five kilometres from my community, which meant 
that apart from St Mary’s Scholasticate next door I was cut off from 
the four other communities in Victoria and the rest of the Province 
for most of the year.

The Provincial Council has only been able to meet in person  
once this year, in February, which has meant that for all major 
decisions where physical presence is needed to form a quorum, 
such as first vows, renewal of vows, appointment of bursar to  
name a few, required the use of rule 146d. I am sure very few 
of us got to this rule in our novitiate, we normally stop around 
constitution 41 on hospitality. 

Rule 146d allows the Superior General to act in grave and urgent 
cases concerning administration of the Province which is normally 
done by the Provincial. So in all major decisions which the Council 
must grant me permission to make, I have had to write a petition 
to Rome requesting that the Superior General in Council make the 
decision as I was unable to form a quorum. While at one level it 
proved frustrating that we could approve the $24 million College 
loan via a zoom meeting but could not approve the renewal of 
temporary vows for Br Joshua Nash, it was a humble reminder  
of where our priorities should be and the importance we place  
on first formation. 

At one point the Province of Australia and China was divided  
into two countries, three political systems and eight districts which 
we could not freely move in and out of for almost the entire year. 

We have had men stranded overseas unable to return to their 
appointment; Oblates in places they would rather not be, dislocated 
from their communities, ministries and people. No matter how 
wealthy we might be there was nothing we could do to change that 
reality. We experienced just a glimpse or small insight into the plight 
of many millions of refugees. 
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As we approach Christmas the image of Mary and Joseph stranded 
and homeless in Bethlehem comes to mind, followed by the Holy 
Family’s flight to Egypt as refugees in fear of their lives. 

Fear was the underlying emotion we have experienced from 
this pandemic. Australia has dealt fairly well with the pandemic, 
experiencing relatively low infection and death rates with the 
greatest effect being emotional and financial. Fear has given way  
to anxiety, financial loss to poverty. This reality is always exacerbated 
for the poor and vulnerable. 

While even at the publishing of this article we are not out of 
the restrictions completely, I wonder what effects physically 
distancing and lock downs will have on the practice of faith  
in our communities? 

Will it play into the hands of 
our highly secular realities and 
be the final nail in the coffin for 
the practice of faith for many or 
will the effect of powerlessness 
and anxiety elicit in people a new 
search for meaning? 

Will COVID-19 take away the veil of security we in the developed 
world hide behind and expose the lust for god-like power we 
normally wield? 

It is too early to tell. Yet what it does do is offer us an opportunity 
that cannot be missed. 

We must rise to whichever challenge eventuates because for  
certain “life has changed not ended.”

While facing COVID-19 and post COVID-19 we are called to a new 
missionary spirit. It has called for creativity; we cannot simply do  
the same thing we have always done. It might be one of the silver 
linings or positive outcomes of this tragedy.

I wonder if we had become a little too comfortable and complacent 
and possibly at times lazy in our well-established ministries? Had  
we stopped looking for new ways to proclaim the Good News? 

COVID-19 in some ways forced us to stop what we were doing, 
evaluate how and why we were doing it and forced us to find new 
ways to be missionary.

In some strange way we were forced to put a little more ‘missionary’ 
back into the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 

During COVID-19 for the first time in a long while I saw creativity that 
I had not seen before. Necessity drove this creativity to meet the 
needs of the people being served, but it can’t just be a missionary 
surge to achieve a new COVID normal. It has to go beyond. 

Pope Francis is always calling us and challenging us to build  
bridges not walls. To go out and be where people live, not caught  
up in our institutions. 

In his recent Pastoral Instruction on the Parish Community Pope 
Francis talks about this specifically and in a challenging way; 
“Any pastoral action that is limited to the territory of the Parish is 
outdated.” (#16) Moreover, mere repetitive actions that fail to have 
impact upon people’s concrete lives remains a sterile attempt at 
survival… it runs the risk of becoming self-referential and fossilised, 
offering experiences that are devoid of evangelical flavour and 
missionary drive, of interest only to small groups.” (#17) This trap is 
not be limited to parish ministry but is a risk of every ministry. 

Above: COVID meant that we were all forced to find new ways of communicating with 
our parishiners this year.

“We must rise to whichever 
challenge eventuates 
because for certain ‘life 
has changed not ended.’”
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The document continues to reflect on the importance of the 
Parish community as a place of mission and evangelisation and 
that collaboration with the laity is essential: that lay people are 
more than objects of our ministry but become collaborators in the 
mission. I believe they are essential to our missionary endeavours 
therefore one of our priorities for the Province has been the  
De Mazenod Family. 

This challenge is taken up again at a global level in Pope Francis’ 
Encyclical Fratelli Tutti where he presents a vision of the world that 
seeks unity through diversity. He reminds us that while we must be 
faithful to our traditions as a missionary Church we must engage  
in the affairs of the world and look out beyond ourselves. 

If as men of faith we believe that God works through moments  
of history, what is God asking of us as Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate today? 

How are we living the challenge of our founder “to leave nothing 
undared for the Kingdom of God?”

To be “afire with zeal for men and women’s salvation, priests not 
given to their own interest, solidly grounded in virtue – in a word, 
apostolic men, deeply conscious of the need to reform themselves, 
who would labour with all the resources at their command to 
convert others.”

I leave you with one final reflection and challenge. 

Ask yourselves… when was  
the last time you tried something 
new to reach out to those the 
Church touches least? When did 
you step out from your ministry 
comfort zone? 

If your answer is a long time ago and COVID-19 did not even  
prompt something we might have a problem. Please check your 
pulse. Consider calling “000” immediately.

Your location and your ministry does not automatically define  
you as a missionary. Just coming from overseas to work in  
Australia doesn’t automatically make you a missionary nor does  
an appointment as chaplain to Rosies; in both cases you might  
be playing golf four times a week. A missionary is defined by his 
actions despite the ministry or location. You might be retired,  
bursar or parish priest and be incredibly missionary. 

The other extreme is, if you have been creative and trying new 
initiatives during COVID-19 I ask you the question, have you included 
the Oblates in your community in this work or is it just your show. 
Here we find ourselves at the other end of the extreme. Are we 
simply ‘missionary’ without the community or the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. 

It was very clear that our founder formed a community to respond  
to a particular need in the Church at that time. For St Eugene 
success in building the Kingdom and re-evanglisation could only 
be found in each member finding his place and balance in the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 

Our success in the Australian Province will be as - Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate.

As we celebrate Christmas we hear a lot of talk about putting ‘Christ’ 
back into Christmas and that is important. 

As we reflect on 2020, let us not see it as a year of missed 
opportunities but rather an opportunity to put ‘missionary’ 
back into the Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

God bless,

Fr. Christian Fini OMI | Australian Provincial

Above: Streaming online and taking to social media was a daunting challenge for the 
entire Province – but one that we took in our stride in order to continue our ministry.
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De Mazenod Family 
Gathering 2.0 
August 2019 saw us celebrate our inaugural De Mazenod Family 
gathering in Fremantle and was the beginning of setting up the 
De Mazenod Family Office. 

Nimmi Candappa was appointed as Charism Coordinator and 
shortly after, Emma Hoad joined the team as Charism Coordinator 
Assistant. Emma Rice and Luisa Amati help round out the current 
team, bringing their expertise from their current roles. It was always 
the intention of the team to hold a gathering each year, with every 
second year being held online. With everything that has been 
thrown our way this year in 2020, we were becoming all too familiar 
with zoom and the wonders that can be achieved with technology. 

Sunday 29th November was the day we gathered. We had around 
100 people gathered with most connected as individuals, plus 
a small number who connected in Parishes as a community. 
De Mazenod Family Gathering 2.0 was an opportunity for us to 
introduce our team, and be able to ‘see’ them, given that COVID-19 
stopped us in our tracks, just as we were planning to head into 
Parishes and communities to meet in person. Throughout this year 
we have worked on developing our Vision and Mission statements 
which will now guide us in all that we do. We also have a set of 
invitations where we invite you to join us and make a commitment 
to being an active member of the De Mazenod Family. 

We heard about several the programs that have been available to us 
as members of the De Mazenod Family including The May Program, 
(Winter) Harvest and Adore. While these programs have all been 
delivered online this year, we are hoping that we will be able to 
support and equip our communities with the resources they need 
to run some of these programs locally and in person. We had a tour 
of some of our digital resources, including our De Mazenod Family 
website, our YouTube channel and our newly developed Learning 
Management System (LMS). The LMS is a project that we hope will 
develop significantly over the next 12 months with courses being 
developed to cover a wide range of topics, including Introduction 
for new teachers in our Oblate Schools, History of the Australian 
Province, Charism, plus more that are in the early planning stages. 

We also heard about the plans that we have for the coming 12 
months. Meeting with people in the communities as travel 
restrictions ease and travel remains safe, connecting with those who 
are abandoned or inaccessible, developing a national committee for 
the De Mazenod Family with a cross representation of as many of 
our mission’s communities as possible, planning for our next De 
Mazenod Family Gathering in 2021 in June, and more. 

If you missed joining us for this year’s gathering you can find all  
the sessions plus questions from the discussion group on our  
De Mazenod Family website.
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Vision 
Together, as members of the De Mazenod Family,  
we seek to enrich our faith journey through the charism  
of St Eugene De Mazenod, in partnership with the  
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, in the Australian Province. 

MISSION 
The mission of the De Mazenod Family is:

• To build a community centred on Jesus Christ, with  
Mary Immaculate as our guide ;

• To grow as a united family, who identify with the charism, 
alongside the Oblates, supporting and nurturing each other 
on our spiritual journeys;

• To form ourselves in the knowledge and understanding  
of the charism of St Eugene De Mazenod;

• To celebrate the ways in which we readily embody 
the charism of St Eugene De Mazenod; 

• To reach out in solidarity and friendship to the abandoned 
and neglected in our local communities and beyond.

YOU ARE INVITED TO:
• Be a part of St Eugene’s “most united family”, finding  

your place within it, and enriching this family with  
your presence;

• Seek a deep friendship with Jesus through the  
example of St Eugene De Mazenod, who saw him as  
friend, and Saviour; 

• Share in the Cross of Jesus as we embrace the trials  
and struggles of life, together as a community;

• Be nourished by God’s word through the Church and the 
Sacraments, as well as exploring your own journey of faith;

• Dare to identify with the suffering of the most abandoned, 
and offer the love of God to those bereft of it;

• Radically take up St Eugene De Mazenod’s challenge  
“to see the world through the eyes of the crucified Christ”;

• Make a commitment to living the charism of St Eugene  
De Mazenod.
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Tea Tree Gully
Around 20 March 2020, Adelaide and 
indeed the rest of the world went into 
shock with the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

Churches around Australia were closed and all masses 
suspended until further notice. The internet and Facebook were 
heavily relied upon to spread the Good News. 

Here at Tea Tree Gully, Fr James organised for us to go immediately 
onto livestreaming weekday masses at 9.15am and weekend Mass  
at 10.30am. This was done using Facebook and many of our 
parishioners started using this form of media for the first time. 
It was heart-warming to see the response from parishioners not just 
from our immediate parish, but from all over Australia and also the 
world. As a matter of fact Tea Tree Gully was chosen to be used on the 
Archdiocesan podcast regarding our use of livestreaming our masses.

We celebrated many important dates in the chapel; ANZAC Day, 
Feast of St Eugene de Mazenod and also the month of May for Mary. 

Pentecost, we were allowed back into the Church for Mass, but we 
were restricted to just 10 people and they had to register to enter the 
church for each Mass. Fr James decided to have the Vizard Road side 
entrance as the only entrance to the church and the car park side as 
the only Exit from the church. People had to sign in as they entered 
the church, sanitise their hands and take a sanitiser wipe with them. 
At the end of each Mass, parishioners had to wipe down the seat that 
they were sitting in and exit and dispose of wipe on the way out. 
Then in early June we were permitted to have 20 people attend each 
Mass. To do this we had to ribbon off every other pew and place 
markings on the back of the used pew for people to sit. A distance of 
2 meters was to be kept between all people. July saw 50 people 
allowed to attend each Mass. Even stricter COVID-19 rules had to be 

observed. We had to register our church giving the square meter  
of inside and also our foyer area. This had to be registered with the 
government, who in turn sent us regulations to put into place. But 
due to Fr James’ insight, these measures were already being used in 
our church.

Today we have to have COVID Marshals at every Mass. These 
Marshals have had to register and enrol in an online course before 
receiving a certificate for this role. We must wear a badge at each 
Mass stating that we are Marshals. Every person who enters the 
church MUST sign in with their contact phone number or email in 
case COVID breaks out and we need to contact them. We now have 
installed permanent hand sanitisers at each doorway. People have 
to enter, sanitise, register then take a wipe to wipe where they are 
sitting and also the pew in front of them at the end of each Mass. For 
Funerals and weddings, our COVID Marshal must come and wash 
down all the pews used and also door handles, door frames, 
benches just everything that could be touched by individuals. I 
declare that our church is the cleanest in Adelaide.

The Sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion have been 
celebrated together with 55 children from our Parish Schools. They 
were held on Saturday mornings October 24th was for St Francis 
Xavier School, Saturday 31st 

was for Saint David’s School and on the 7th November for Our Lady 
of Hope School and the RE Class. Having each school at different 
times worked very well and made for a very reverent service. Each 
child was only allowed to have 8 guests attend, therefore most of the 
attendants were Catholic. 

Now we have to make decisions regarding the Christmas Masses. 
With only half the church available for attendants at each Mass this 
will be a very interesting Christmas.

Denise Crawford, Parish Secretary 
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We gather today to celebrate the life of Fr Donal Madigan OMI, 
a faithful Missionary, a faithful Oblate, a faithful Priest, and a 
faithful friend to all.

The first reading from the book of Ecclesiastes is a sobering 
reminder that in the journey of life there is a season and specific 
time for everything. Some of those are joyful times, others like  
today are a mixture of sadness and thanksgiving. 

We all know that Donal was faithful to time and routine. Donal’s time 
‘to be born’ was on the 20th May 1937, in Inchicore, Dublin. Born to 
parents, William and Mary, second child with siblings Liam, Kathleen 
and Fergus. 

‘A time to plant’… God planted a vocation in Donal’s heart through 
the gift of faith of his family and the community he grew up in. In 
Donal’s case it seemed to be a street. I haven’t been to Inchicore or 
the street that Donal grew up in but the way he spoke about it, it 
seemed that almost every Oblate in Ireland came from that street,  
it must be a rather long street.

 I believe Donal was one of seven, including Fr Patrick Dwyer who 
served in Australia, who joined the Oblates from that faith-filled 
street. The simplest way to put it is, Donal had OMI in his DNA.  
Donal joined the Oblates in 1956 and was ordained on the 24th 
February 1963. 

Kathleen, Donal’s sister shared with me that his ordination was  
the fulfilment of a call that he had had from a very young age, to  
be a Priest and to be a Missionary. 

‘A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing’…  
This time came early to Donal through the challenge of accepting 
an overseas obedience: he wanted to be sent to minister in Africa, 
however in May 1963, he received an Obedience to Australia. He 
would tell the story that he was sent to Australia to replace another 
Irish Oblate who had left the priesthood. Regardless of the reason or 
politics in the background, as people of faith we recognise the hand 
of God at work and more importantly the Australian Province and 
the Australian Church were enriched to have received such a faithful 
and dedicated missionary. 

Our history and our future in the Australian Province is built  
on the generosity of missionaries who have chosen to leave their  
homes and join Australian Missionaries to be evanglisers of the  
Good News in Australia, through the gift of our Oblate Charism  
in the Australian Province.

‘A time to keep silent and a time to speak’… This was most evident 
in Donal’s ministry in Parishes, through his presence with people 
journeying with them in their time of need and through his 
wonderful preaching which connected with people. His first 4 years 
were in Victoria, at Sorrento, Camberwell, Springvale North then 
Moe. In 1967 he moved to Fremantle where he was the assistant 
priest for 5 years. In 1972 he returned to Moe as Parish Priest, until 
January 1975. He spent the next 6 years as Parish Priest at St Mary’s 
Star of the Sea, Sorrento before he was sent to Massey, New Zealand 
from 1981 to 1988, assisting and then as parish priest.

Donal Madigan - 
Funeral Homily
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Helen Richardson from Sorrento, in one of the many emails I 
received in these days, reminded me of one the famous stories 
we delighted in getting Donal to tell. On one occasion when he 
returned to Sorrento after being Parish Priest, being early for Mass 
he sat at the back of the Church to pray, only to be asked by a good 
parishioner if he could take up the collection; clearly he wasn’t 
recognised. We delight in this story because Donal was a priest  
who knew people and they knew him… just not on this occasion. 

‘A time to break down, and a time to build’… While everyone and 
every parish will claim Donal as their own, it would be fair to say 
that Donal had a special place in his heart for people of Eagle Vale. 
Donal became the first parish priest of Eagle Vale in 1989, staying 
until January 1995, using his great strength of building relationships 
and drawing people in to focus on building a community not just 
buildings. 

Donal then spent the next 6 years as parish priest at Our Lady  
of Lourdes, Lesmurdie WA. He then spent 5 years at Sefton, both  
as parish priest and assisting. 

This next season of Donal’s life was ‘A time to seek, and a time 
to lose.’ Donal commenced a time of transition from leadership, 
rediscovering a way of being a missionary, losing some of his 
identity associated with leadership. At our recent Annual Retreat,  
Fr Ron Rolheiser reminded us that this transition can make us 
become bitter old men or a blessing. Donal was undoubtedly a 
blessing to younger priests, supportive and encouraging us in our 
ministry, not threatened by youthful energy. 

He continued as assistant parish priest and mentor to young priests 
at Lesmurdie and Burpengary before returning to Eagle Vale where 
he spent 6 and a half years before retiring in 2018 to Camberwell.  
At Camberwell he continued to live out his Missionary, Oblate, 
priestly and friendship vocation in a new way. 

In his 83 years of life and 57 years of priesthood he lived them to  
the fullest, not a lot of time wasted. 

For us that knew and lived with Donal timing was everything, he  
was a man of great routine and timing, I’m really not sure how it  
will work in heaven and in eternity where apparently there is no 
time. The philosophers amongst us will have to help me on this,  
but I am genuinely concerned. 

Heaven help us if:

1. They don’t have Teacher’s Whisky in heaven 

2. They don’t have soda water 

3. They don’t have 3 bags of crisps

4. Most concerning and confusing for me is that  
in eternity there is no 10:30 pm.

You might be wondering why I am so concerned that in heaven, 
which is a state of timelessness, there is no 10:30pm.

I often joked that there was 
Greenwich Time, Australian 
Eastern Standard Time and 
at Camberwell we had Donal 
Standard Time. You could set your 
watch to Donal Standard Time. 

If you were sitting in the community room you could be sure that 
10:25 pm, Donal would shuffle into the community room first to 
apply his eye drop which were stored in the fridge in the community 
room and second to pour himself his first of two whiskys which he 
commenced drinking at precisely 10:30 pm.

Donal was a man of routine and timing, very little would change 
except if it involved people: one evening I walked into the TV room 
for my regular meeting with Donal a little bit upset or frustrated 
about something and he says to me, I think you need a whisky.  
It was one of the few times that I saw him break his 10:30 pm whisky 
time rule, because for Donal people mattered.

 Donal was a people person and he made time for people, he loved 
people and they certainly loved him.

Twelve months ago when Donal was first diagnosed with cancer he 
had almost a month in hospital. One day when I visited I witnessed 
the ministry he created for himself, in a short space of time patients 
young and old would come to visit him and talk to him. 
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We all know that this celebration of Donal’s life would have been 
very different had we not been going through this difficult time in 
our world and in particular in our country, with travel restrictions. 

Before going to bed most evenings I would pass by the TV Room, 
to say Good night, more often than not before 10:30 DST, and I 
would say “Good night Donal, I’ll see you in the morning…” and his 
response without fail was always “Please God.” 

While he was wedded to DST and his routine, Donal was well  
aware that he lived on God’s time, always trusting in God’s 
Providence as a faithful missionary, faithful Oblate, faithful Priest 
and faithful friend to all. 

The last conversation I had with Donal on the phone just a few days 
before he went into a coma he seemed well, less confused then 
he had been and was happy. We discussed a few things which the 
Doctors had discussed with me and he said “Thank you for looking 
after me. “ My response to him was the same every time he thanked 
me, and that was often because he always showed his appreciation 
and took no one for granted. 

My response was “You would do it for me wouldn’t you” and he said 
“Of course, that is what it means to be Oblates.”

My final words to him were, “We will see you when you get home 
Donal…” His response was “Please God.”

Donal’s time to heal… in so many ways Donal was a medical marvel, 
living on borrowed time. If he ever started to tell you the different 
procedures he had it was longer than the litany of saints. Kathleen 
told me he was born prematurely and lucky to live, his humidity crib 
was in a drawer in his parents’ room. For many years now he hasn’t 
enjoyed good health, some would say he’s made an art of enjoying 
bad health. Although he never complained, I think the reality was 
that he really didn’t seem to mind because he had a great trust and 
faith in God.

On one occasion during Lent, traditionally a period of abstinence, 
Fr Slawek Plonka walked into the dinning room for lunch to find 
Donal at table with his glass of white wine. Slawek exclaimed… 
“Donal !! it is Lent”. 

Donal looks up, raises his glass 
and says “Perseverance.” 

Donal lived the fourth vow of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate  
of Perseverance to the very end. No matter what God asked of  
him or what nature threw at him he persevered. 

Even in the last weeks of his life, while undergoing radiation or 
chemo, he would be in the Chapel at time of prayer. A faithful 
missionary, faithful Oblate, faithful Priest and faithful friend to all.

‘A time to plant, and time to pluck up what is planted’ is an 
interesting one. Donal had a particular gift: he mastered the art  
of getting you to do the planting for him. We have all experienced 
it and we have all fallen for it: it was that look that was somewhere 
between a stunned mullet and a helpless puppy dog. You would  
say to Donal, you are giving me that look, you’re doing that thing… 
and he would just do it again… and off you would go and do  
what he wanted. 

His charming ways had the ability not only to get you to do 
something but to get you involved because for Donal relationships 
mattered. His family was always important to him, the Oblates and 
the people he served but most importantly he knew the importance 
of his relationship with Jesus.

In the gospel Jesus uses the example of the wise and foolish 
bridesmaids waiting for the bridegroom to return as an image  
of being ready.

While I’m pretty confident that Donal could have used his charm  
to get some oil off the other bridesmaids without having to go off 
and buy any oil, I’m certain that Donal was one of the wise ones  
with plenty of oil to spare ready and waiting for the moment when 
God called.

As a faithful missionary, a faithful Oblate, faithful priest and a faithful 
friend to all Donal responded to God’s call one last time.

It is now ‘A time to mourn, and a time to dance.’ Donal it is our time 
to mourn:

As the Church loses a faithful Missionary

Our Province loses a faithful Oblate 

The People of God lose a faithful Priest 

And all of us lose a faithful friend.

It is now however your time to dance with God in the Oblate 
Community in Heaven. 

Brother, I bid you goodnight one last time and I hope to see you 
in heaven …. and I’m sure that your response to all of us would 
be “Please God.”  

Fr. Christian Fini OMI | Australian Provincial
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Dernancourt Diary
The dedicated faith filled St Pius X parishioners who  
attend Masses have been the powerhouse that has  
prayerfully sustained them during this Covid-19 pandemic. 
Weekend Masses have been a challenge because of social 
distance regulations but 70 parishioners have regularly  
been in attendance.

Since we have formed the Oblate cluster community, with the help 
of generous volunteers we have taken steps to secure our church 
surrounds with a new fence for the Memorial Garden and installed 
CCTV cameras in the church. The George Thorley Hall has also had 
new air conditioners fitted just in time for the hot Adelaide summer. 

Covid-19 restrictions meant that graduation Masses for our three 
schools were held on school premises instead of the church. The 
annual Memorial Garden Mass and the blessing of grave sites 
(including John O’Doherty’s) was well attended by their loved ones.

Though we have not got out the woods yet we St Pius X are 
committed to minister to our community with renewed spirits to 
restore all things in Christ.

– Fr Mathew Raj OMI

Above: Fr Oswald Firth (right) with Fr Mathewraj, left the province on 20 September to 
return to Colombo.

Fr Oswald came to the province in March 2019 to give a year’s 
service, having previously been in Victoria from 2011 to 2014.  
He spent 14 months assisting at Dernancourt, then was unable  
to return home due to flight cancellations. He was farewelled  
from Dernancourt in early June, and then had to fill in time  
patiently at Camberwell waiting for a flight home to Sri Lanka. 
Fortunately he has plenty of connections in the Sri Lankan 
community in Melbourne.

The Province thanks Fr Oswald for his gift of faithful service here.
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Parishes in 
Partnership 
St Kieran’s, Moe & Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, Newborough
St Brigid’s, Yallourn North

On July 31, 2020 at 2pm the final settlement of the property of  
St Brigid’s Yallourn North took place. The new owner comes from 
Seaford, Victoria and intends to renovate the building as a residence. 

Closure: On Saturday evening, April 6, 2019,

Bishop Patrick O’Regan celebrated the Eucharist and a liturgy  
of closure of the church which had served the community for 
over 8 decades. 

History: In 1933 work on  
building St. Brigid’s commenced 
on land donated by the State 
Electricity Commission of 
Victoria. St Brigid’s Church was 
officially opened and blessed on 
1 March 1936 by Bishop Richard 
Ryan. The church was enlarged 
in 1950 by the addition of the “T” 
shaped part at the rear. 

The original building was lifted 
and moved at an angle to 
accommodate the extension 
on the same block. On the 2 
December 1979, there was a 
celebration of the Eucharist 
for the opening of the Yallourn 

North parish which was established due the imminent closure of 
the Yallourn township. The final celebration of the Eucharist at St 
Therese’s, Yallourn (above) was on Sunday September 21st, 1980 
with Bishop Arthur Fox presiding. (For readers who aren’t locals, the 
town of Yallourn was closed and partly demolished to make way for 
a coal open cut mine expansion - editor.)

Oblate Missionary Prayer Cross

 During these Covid-19 times  
the Oblate Missionary Cross  
of Fr John Dunlea OMI, RIP, is  
still spreading the missionary 
spirit throughout our parishes. 
Each week a family/individual 
takes the Oblate Cross home.  

The prayer kit contains the Oblate Cross, candles, a Liturgy of 
the Word. The participants are asked to pray for three specific 
intentions: Oblate Vocations – Covid-19 cure - parishioners - 
and their own intentions. 

Annual Oblate Retreat: From 
August 17-21 the Moe Oblate 
community participated in the 
Australian Province Retreat via 
the Zoom medium with Fr Ron 
Rolheiser OMI. Due to pastoral 
needs and CTC classes our 
community decided to download 
the retreat talks. We started each 
day with Mass together in our 
house chapel. We gathered at 
3.15pm and 7.15pm to listen to 
the talks. 

The retreat was certainly a vastly 
different format this year, but we 
still enjoyed the sharings of Fr 
Ron. Our parishioners were very 
accommodating in respecting our 
time of retreat.

On Wednesday, September 30 
the Moe Oblate community was 
pleased to welcome Bishop-Elect 
Greg Bennet (left) for a pastoral 
visit and an update on our 
Parishes in Partnership.

On Thursday October 8 at  
7.30pm The Valley Pastoral 
Group, comprising the parishes 
of Moe, Newborough, Morwell, 
Churchill and Traralgon, was 
pleased to welcome Fr Austin 
Cooper OMI via a Zoom gathering 
as he shared his reflections on the 
topic: “Spiritual Thoughts During 
a Pandemic”. This zoom gathering 
was open to all parishioners of 
the Sale Diocese. 

Local TV News – WIN – sought 
feedback from the church on  
the easing of restrictions on 
October 26.
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IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
PARISH NEWBOROUGH- 1955– 
2020

The words “Glory to God in 
the highest. And peace to his 

people on earth” were raised in unison like the many voices of a 
new Pentecost, when on Saturday 24th December 1955 (Christmas 
Eve) people from various parts of our world witnessed the birth of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Newborough as they gathered for 
the first time for the celebration of the Eucharist in their new Church. 

The history of Immaculate Heart of Mary, Newborough commences 
with the settlement of the Newborough township in 1950 to cater for 
the influx of migrants from Europe, Scotland, Great Britain, Ireland, 
Malta, Poland, Italy, Ukraine, Holland etc. as they arrived in the 
green valley known as Latrobe to use their skills for the generation 
of power at the State Electricity Commission Power Stations and 
brown coal open cut mines in Yallourn and surrounding districts.

As quoted in the booklet for the 40th anniversary: “In those days, 
perhaps more than today, people realised that “man does not live 
on bread alone.” The recently arrived migrants were aware of this 
fact and that they needed a place of their own for worship and 
a centre to build community. Parishioners initially had to walk 
from Newborough up and over Coach Road to attend Mass at St 
Therese’s, Yallourn or walk along the road to St Kieran’s, Moe.

This was all about to change  
as Newborough was to become 
its own parish being cut off from 

St Therese’s, Yallourn (left).  
During this time, Fr O’Hagan 
(curate of St Therese’s, Yallourn, 
and Fr John Ryan OMI (left–parish 
priest of St Kieran’s, Moe) began 
to celebrate Masses at various 
locations in Newborough. 
This was a visionary move as 
St Therese’s, Yallourn and the 
township would face closure 
due to the need to explore new 
brown coal reserves. The final 
celebration of the Eucharist at 
St Therese’s, Yallourn was on 
Sunday September 21st, 1980 
with Bishop Arthur Fox presiding. 

In February 1955, Fr Frank Ruth 
(left) was appointed first parish 
priest of Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Parish, Newborough, 
more affectionately known as St 
Mary’s. Land was purchased on 
Monash Road, Newborough. The 
old picture theatre in Boolarra 
Avenue, Newborough, which 
was used for weekend Masses 

as well, was put up for sale and 
purchased by the new parish. 
The prefabricated former picture 
theatre was dismantled and 
moved to its new site on Monash 
Road. The new church building, 
known as ‘The Nissan Hut,’ was 
amazingly transformed into our 
first church. The first Mass was 
celebrated on Christmas Day 
(Midnight Mass) in 1955.

On December 19 1982, the new 
church was consecrated and 
blessed by Bishop Eric D’Arcy. 
This beautiful building, in which 
we continue to worship today, 
is a clear testimony to the faith 
and vision of the people of God in 
Newborough. 

On the 14th January, 2014  
Fr Harry Dyer OMI was appointed 
the first parish priest of this 
new combination of parishes. 
Fr Harry has a long association 
with St Mary’s having attended 
St Mary’s Primary School and 
being ordained to the priesthood 
as a Missionary Oblate of Mary 
Immaculate on July 13th, 1990 
in Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church, Newborough, by Bishop 
Peter Conners, Auxiliary Bishop  
of Melbourne. 

On January 30, 2014 – Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, together 
with St Kieran’s, Moe, was amalgamated as ‘Parishes in Partnership.’ 

Currently the Oblates pastorally caring for the Parishes in 
Partnership are Fr Daniel Szewc OMI, PP, Fr Nadeem Daniel OMI, and 
Fr Vincent McGillicuddy OMI.

Welcome - Fr Daniel Szewc OMI.

On the weekend of October 31/
November1, Fr Daniel Szewc OMI 
arrived as the new parish priest 
of our Parish in Partnership. We 
wish him well as he takes up this 
new ministry within the Diocese 
of Sale.

 
Fr Harry Dyer OMI
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From Fr. Dominic 
Rozario OMI…
Dear Friends,

After waiting for seven months, I have come back to my  
home country, Bangladesh. I landed in Dhaka on 22 November. 
It was a 31-hour journey from SJV to Oblate House. Upon my 
arrival, I didn’t have to quarantine as I started my journey from 
a zero- case Covid-19 zone. Following morning I went home to 
see my family. 

Looking back to the day I started my missionary life in Australia,  
time flew so fast. I spent 45 months at SJV. I was very excited when 
my superior in Bangladesh asked me if I was willing to go to Australia 
and study philosophy. Despite my excitement, I also was bit scared 
thinking that I would step into a completely different world. 

I landed at Melbourne on 22nd February 2017. Fr. Tony Maher and 
Bro. Josh Nash were waiting for me at the airport. I was heartily 
welcomed by them and the Oblates and stuff in the Provincial 
House.

Following morning, Fr. Daniel Szewc drove me to CTC and  
we spoke to Fr. Kevin Lenehan. On that day I enrolled for my Masters 
in Philosophical Studies at CTC. After a few days, Fr. Peter Daly 
told me that he appointed me as the assistant priest at St. John 
Vianney’s, Mulgrave. 

I stayed at the provincial house almost for a month. It was quite 
busy time as I had to get all the necessary things done for my studies 
and work. Fr. Tony generously took the trouble to familiarize me 
with new culture and surroundings. Jenny McPherson walked me 
through the geography of Australia and the Oblate missions here.  
Fr. Daniel and Bro. Josh were so kind to take me around to show  
me the city and some of the surrounding places of Melbourne. 
 Fr. Vincent Ryan was very hospitable; others were very friendly.  
I felt at home. 

It was 17th of March afternoon; Bro. Josh gave me a lift to St. John 
Vianney’s. I was given a warm welcome by Fr. John McGinty and Bro. 
Casmir (Now Fr. Casmir) and later by the parishioners.

Since then it has been a difficult but very enriching experience.  
I tried my best to keep the balance between my studies and work.  
Fr. John McGinty was very helpful in this, often correcting my papers 
and taking extra load of work to make some free time for me.  
I owe him a big thanks. 

I always enjoyed offering Masses and conducting other liturgies  
at SJV. 

The parishioners made me feel at 
home and fascinated me with their 
strong faith, community spirit, 
collaboration and friendship. 

The SJV Youth are amazing, so active in youth activities. The children 
in the school bring much joy and life to the parish when they 
organize school Masses; Eucharistic celebration was always a kind 
of festivals for them. The Parish Fete, the SJV Bingo, Garden club, 
Hostel Ladies Auxiliaries, SVDP and Dad’s Army make SJV a very 
lively place. 

I thank all my brother Oblates for their love and concern towards 
me. Big thanks to Peter Daly for giving the opportunity to work 
and study; big thanks to Christian Fini for all his support and help 
and placing his trust in me for the role of SJV parish administrator. 
Thanks to Kevin Davine and John Sherman for their fraternal 
accompaniment and chat during Sunday Lunch at SJV. Thanks to  
Fr. Joe Anthony for his support at SJV during COVID-19 lockdown. 
Last but not the least, I am very grateful to the teachers and staff  
of CTC who helped me achieve my degree in philosophy. 

I was really fortunate to work in this dynamic parish and know  
and work with the Oblates in Australia. I miss SJV and Australia.  
But I also know my missionary commitment, looking forward 
to working for the poor and vulnerable people and the youth 
in Bangladesh. At present, I have been appointed the assistant 
formator in the Oblate Juniorate. We have got 34 seminarians  
who are completing their academic studies, then they will go  
for Novitiate in Sri Lanka. And also, I am looking forward to  
teaching philosophy at the Major Seminary from 2021.    

Once again, thank you very much for all your help and support. 
Please be assured of my prayers.

Cordially, 

Fr. Dominic Rozario, OMI

Bangladesh

Above: Dominic with his (proud) mother
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For us in the metropolitan area the Covid restrictions have 
eased a little. It has been a very long and trying time - for  
family members who cannot get together, for parish life and  
the availability of Mass and the Sacraments and the strength 
and happiness of their local community. It has certainly been  
a challenge for students, parents and teachers with many of  
the memorable times, especially of final year, missed.

Our year 12 students and the younger boys of Year 7 were the first  
to return at the start of October, the former in time to prepare for the 
GAT test and make final preparations for final revision and exams 
very soon, the year 7 boys had missed so much of the year that it 
was like a new beginning at Mazenod. The others returned three 
weeks later. Apart from looking much bigger and in need of haircuts, 
everything went really well and we were all happy to be back.

Year 12 finished on Friday the 30th. We had to settle for recording 
their final Mass and awards valedictory speeches also. They were 
given a fairly moving farewell and a guard of honour by the Year 7.  
All teachers were proud of the endurance and pleasant spirit of 
these graduates and we hope and pray they will be successful in 
their exams and the years ahead.

We recently had another great success in inter College chess, 
winning the State championship and very successful at all levels.  
Of course there hasn’t been any sport.

This week we held the annual Mass for our deceased past pupils-  
so many of them-teachers, parents, Oblates and other staff who 
have been part of this community. John Sherman led the Mass and 
Kevin gave the homily. Once again we had to settle for recording the 
Mass and notifying our families.

Very soon the delayed Oblate moves will take place. Christian  
will pass over the role of Rector to Harry Dyer, Tony Coghlin will 
continue as Principal. Many months late, John Sherman will end  
his long second period here. In addition to his work for Vocations  
in our colleges and MAMI and missionary finances, he has 
maintained a very pastoral presence throughout the college and will 
be greatly missed. Giancarlo and Kevin will remain as chaplains. We 
know that Christian will retain his great and dynamic interest in the 
College and all the wonderful developments he has set in motion.

 
 
 

We sincerely thank Christian and John in these changing times and 
ask God’s blessing on them and this great Oblate apostolate for the 
years ahead.

Best wishes and good health to everyone.

Fr Kevin Davine

The Year of Covid 19 
at Mazenod College Victoria.

COSMIC Newsletter | Winter 2020 | p. 15



News from ‘Liberated’ 
Camberwell
Like other Oblate houses in the Melbourne metro area we 
have just more or less emerged from what must be a record 
lockdown: from mid-March until the last days of November 
except for a slight relaxation in May-June. Now things are really 
moving again: Victoria has had a lengthy period without any 
Covid-19 cases being reported.

Vincent Ryan, as well as receiving some encouraging medical news, 
has been busy getting things in order. The massive ancient Moreton 
Bay tree in the grounds of St Mary’s has had to be trimmed, requiring 
Council approval, interruption to Burke Road traffic and the skill of 
experts. It is not often that maintenance work which often goes on 
quietly, has been noticed even by neighbours.

James FitzPatrick has been away for some time, having surgery  
on his shoulder. This took place in the Epworth Hospital, Richmond, 
followed by some weeks ‘re-hab’ at the Epworth Rehabilitation 
Hospital, Camberwell, then some weeks ‘respite’ at Mary MacKillop 
Hostel. He is very much looking forward to returning to 649 this  
week (Advent II). 

Patrick Moroney is in Sydney for a few days and while there is 
baptizing friends’ new arrival. His work at St Francis city church  
has not yet resumed under present Covid 19 regulations, but he  
is looking forward to the occasional ‘Supply’.

Tony Maher, in addition to the usual busy round of matters in which 
he helps Fr Vin has also been able to resume his customary work. 
Also this year Tony suffered the death of his niece Julia, the daughter 
of his brother Michael.

Ian Mackintosh has been giving his English classes to Nguyen. Along 
with suitable religious topics these classes have largely concentrated 
on an in-depth study of the politics of the state of Victoria. Doubtless 
when he returns soon to Vietnam Nguyen will be able to give many  
a lecture on the topic.

Austin Cooper has been able to continue his lecturing and 
supervision work at CTC/UD, working on Zoom from his study at 649. 
One blessing of this has been avoiding driving several times a week 
through worsening Melbourne traffic.

Oblates from around Victoria gathered at 649 on December 8 for 
a meal and midday prayer where all present said the prayer of 
Consecration to Mary Immaculate. We also celebrated Father Ian 
Mackintosh’s 55th Jubilee of Ordination.

It is good to be able to resume our important role as a community  
of hospitality, helped in no small measure by our splendid cook, Mia.

Fr Austin Cooper OMI & Fr Vincent Ryan OMI
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St. Kieran’s Catholic 
Church - Moe
1970 – 2020

On Sunday 9th August 2020 
the parishioners of St Kieran’s, 
Moe, now incorporating 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish, Newborough, gave 
thanks to God and celebrated 
the 50th Anniversary, The 
Golden Jubilee, of the opening 
of the present St Kieran’s 
Church, Moe.

The history of St Kieran’s Parish, Moe commenced in 1949 with 
the establishment of this new faith community. Bishop Ryan, then 
Bishop of the Diocese of Sale, invited the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate into the Diocese to pastorally care for the people 
of St Kieran’s, Moe. This pastoral care extended to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish, Newborough in 2014 under the new banner of 
Parishes in Partnership, through the pastoral care and guidance of 
the new parish priest, Fr Harry Dyer OMI. 

The original two storey building 
(left) included the church on 
the ground level and St Kieran’s 
primary school on the top floor, 
commenced construction in 
1948. Fr John Ryan OMI was 
appointed the first parish priest 
of St Kieran’s parish in 1949 and 
in that same year the church and 
school were blessed and opened 
by Bishop Ryan, Bishop of Sale. 

In 1965, after 16 years of prayer and service 
planning for a new church begun under the 
guidance of Parish Priest, Fr Thomas Shortall 
OMI. In 1969 the building of the new St Kieran’s 
Church was approved. The cost of St Kieran’s 
Church was just over $67,000.00 with a seating 
capacity of 500 people. 

On Sunday, 9th August, 1970, after much 
hard work and with an atmosphere of great 
excitement, the new St Kieran’s church 
was blessed and opened by Bishop Arthur 
Fox, Bishop of Sale. Fr John Dunlea OMI, 
Parish Priest, Fr John Hannah OMI, Oblate 
Provincial, fellow Oblates, and local clergy 
were in attendance. A large gathering of Moe 
parishioners, with family and friends from near 
and far, joined in this faith filled celebration. 

In 1999 St Kieran’s parish celebrated 50 years with a written history of 
the parish entitled ‘A Great People’. Thankfully, this title still rings true 
to this day. The Official Souvenir booklet has two different references. 

From the very beginning there were many nationalities and since its 
foundation, Moe Parish has been blessed and assisted by generous 
parishioners serving the community and the wider De Mazenod Family. 

It is the people of God who are the life of any parish. However, the 
physical building of St Kieran’s church is also an important reminder 
to passers-by of the presence of God amongst them, even if they do 

not frequent our community on a regular basis. The building makes 
a strong and imposing statement that the life of faith is still alive 
and active through its people and the doors of welcome are always 
open. The original description for the church building in the Official 
Opening Souvenir Booklet highlights this: ‘The porch and main 
entrance are soaring up inviting people’. Today, this remains a great 
witness to all who pass by.

Sadly, on this milestone Sunday in 2020, amidst our new restricted 
way of life due to covid-19, we can only remember this occasion, 
rather than our usual prayerful gathering for the Eucharist, followed 
by a joyful community celebration in Oblate Hall. However, more 
importantly, we can still give thanks to God for the gift of the many 
faithful who have been welcomed and passed through the doors 
of St Kieran’s church to celebrate faith filled family events such as 
Baptisms, Reconciliation, Confirmation, Weddings, Funerals, school 
Masses, Anointing Masses, Anniversaries etc and, of course, the 
weekend and weekday celebrations of the Eucharist which is the 
source and summit of our Christian lives. 

Together, over the 71 years of 
St Kieran’s parish, parishioners, 
priests and religious, have 
continued to strive to live and 
be faithful to, the ‘Joy of the 
Gospel,’ which in turn, enables 

the presence of God to dwell within our City of Moe. Hopefully, 
this souvenir edition of our parish newsletter will bring back some 
wonderful memories for parishioners, who, of course are a little 
older now, than when they were present on this day in 1970. 
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Daniel Szewc OMI. 
Doctor of Theology.

A Graduation Ceremony at the University of Divinity is usually 
a large impressive liturgical function. Each third year it takes 
place in either St Patrick’s (Catholic) Cathedral, St. Paul’s 
(Anglican) Cathedral or St. Michael’s (Uniting) Church in 
Melbourne and is led in prayer (a form of Evening Prayer or 
Evensong) by the respective Archbishop or Moderator of the 
Uniting Church. There is also the occasional graduation in 
Adelaide at St. Peter’s (Lutheran) College. The awarding of 
diplomas and degrees is then conducted by the Chancellor of 
the University. This year, the ‘lock-down’ regulations due to the 
Covid19 pandemic, meant that a scaled down form had to take 
place and it was conducted on Zoom: most participants sitting 
in their own home.

In these very ‘low key’ circumstances Daniel Szewc opted to 
graduate at the Adelaide ceremony this December rather than wait 
for the Melbourne graduation, usually early in the first semester.  
The Prayers were recited in St. Pater’s College Chapel with the 
Chancellor present: everyone else was obviously in their own home 
or study. Nonetheless it was a very moving occasion and three 
graduands were invited to speak, among them Daniel, the only 
Doctoral candidate among the graduands. Daniel paid gracious 
tributes to the University and its ecumenical ethos, to his local 
campus, Catholic Theological College and its friendly Catholic spirit 
and also to his supervisors, Austin Cooper OMI and Phillip Gleeson 
SDB. He found the whole experience ‘democratic’ in the sense of 
fostering a willingness to listen to various points of view. 

It is also fitting to pay tribute to Daniel. 

The long hours of research 
required for a doctorate are rarely 
understood or appreciated. 

Daniel was among the several Oblates to have had to do all this 
while undertaking their usual pastoral responsibilities. The days  
of being granted study leave for three years or more are for most  
a thing of the past. Yet despite his heavy workload, Daniel produced 
a very original analysis of the ministry of St. Eugene as a model for 
New Evangelization. This required a familiarity of the writings of 
the Founder along with placing them in the context of the times in 
which he ministered. Daniel produced a thesis with a creative and 
original structure, involving a sympathetic reading of St Eugene and 
his ‘reading of the signs of (those) times’ and written in clear and 
elegant English prose. His work deserves the warm appreciation 
of his fellow Oblates and indeed of all who are concerned about 
preaching the timeless message of the Gospel in these times. 

Well done Daniel! 

 - Fr Austin Cooper OMI

University of Divinity, 2020
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On This Day – 21 January 1962

The Archbishop of Adelaide, Matthew Beovich officially  
blessed and opened the St Pius X Convent. 

The convent, also known as “the Roundhouse”, was located in  
the Adelaide suburb of Klemzig across the road from the St Pius X 
Parish School and behind the old church. It was built by the Oblates 
to house the Sisters of St Brigid who were invited to run the St Pius 
X parish school on land purchased by the Oblates. In 1972, “the 
Roundhouse” became the new Oblate presbytery in the Hillcrest 
parish after the Brigidine Sisters moved to a newly built convent at 
Holden Hill. In 2008, “the Roundhouse” was demolished to make way 
for new townhouses.

     From the Archives

Above: Archbishop of Adelaide, Matthew Beovich at the opening  
of the St Pius X Convent. L to R: Frs. Joseph Patrick McCann (Parish Priest Hillcrest), 
Archbishop of Adelaide Matthew Beovich, Joseph O’Shaughnessy (Assistant, Hillcrest).

Above: “The Roundhouse”, 1970’s
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Missionary Oblates  
of Mary Immaculate 
– Australian Province

We are a Catholic religious community founded by St Eugene 
de Mazenod in France, 1816. Our mission in Australia began in 
Fremantle, 1894 and faithfully continues today.

To be faith witnesses of Daring, 
Community, Passion and Service
Vision

Followers of Jesus Christ in the footsteps of Saint Eugene de 
Mazenod, the Oblates of Mary Immaculate are a community of 
missionaries under the patronage of Mary.

Guided and inspired by the Holy Spirit, we proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus Christ, who is alive and active in the world, by living and 
witnessing as apostolic men of prayer and holiness.

Leaving nothing undared to establish the Kingdom of God, we work 
together with the people we serve, giving preference to the poor 
with their many faces.

Mission

Our Mission is characterised by Daring, Passion, Community and 
Service. In collaboration with the local Church, we are always open 
to new ways to reach those most in need.

We value:

Human Dignity – Oblates walk with people, recognising and 
celebrating the God-given dignity of each, especially those who are 
poor or in any need. We commit to ongoing listening and dialogue 
with them.

Evangelisation – Oblates proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
all, renewing them through its influence.

Missionary Challenges of the General Chapter – We seek to discern 
the new faces of the poor; empower youth; form missionaries; be 
open to an interplay of cultures; embrace social media and be 
responsible stewards of finances.

Strategic Priorities:
• Ministry Visitation Program – The Provincial Council 

sees the visitation of the Provincial or his Delegate each 
year as a priority. The Ministry Visitation is a friendly visit to 
help understand the ministry a little better, to be aware of 
the strengths of the ministry as well as the challenges the 
community may be facing. 

• De Mazenod Family Association – We hope that we will 
develop a formal association as part of our De Mazenod 
Family to give you the opportunity to name, to understand 
and celebrate what it means to be part of the De Mazenod 
Family. The focus and direction must be a Church led by 
the people not maintained by clerics. 

• Ongoing Formation – The Provincial and Council have 
made a considerable investment in the Ongoing Formation 
of the Oblates. In a difficult period in the Church’s history 
here in Australia it is important that we continue to support 
our men to have the tools to be effective ministers and 
evangelists.

• Vocations – The opening of our new St Mary’s Seminary 
is very much a decision to continue to form young men in 
the Australian context to serve our Province but also to be 
missionaries overseas. Please actively promote, invite and 
pray for vocations. 

• Renewed ministry with youth – Our Colleges and Oblate 
Youth Australia are powerful ministries with young people. 
We endeavour to accompany young people towards 
their integral growth, to help them recognise their great 
dignity and that of others, striving to lead young people 
to experience and share the love of God in Jesus Christ 
crucified; and to mature in faith, in order to actively 
participate, as a community, in the mission of the Church. 
We endeavor to help them live as missionary disciples of 
Jesus Christ through the Oblate charism, and to discover 
and respond to their vocation.
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China Delegation News:
Oblate Vocation Weekend 2020
COVID-19 pandemic is profoundly affecting life around the 
globe. Isolation, contact restrictions, sanitization measures, 
and economic shutdown impose a complete change to the 
psychosocial environment of human beings. Amid this chaos  
and uncertainties, Oblates in China Delegation decided to 
conduct vocation weekend at St. Alfred Parish, Shatin on 12 
September 2020, though in a simple manner, to discover the 
sparks of vocation in the youth and keep them alive and kindled.

We were so glad to see the positive responses from the youth when 
they were informed of the vocation weekend. When people quote 
the situation of the pandemic to question the existence of God and 
the purpose and meaning of all religious institutions and religions, 
we had nine young men joined the vocation weekend in order to 
discern their vocation and to experience the Oblate way of life. Six 
young men from Hong Kong and three from Mainland China who 
joined the program virtually. 

The simple program commenced with lunch with the Oblate 
community where the youth were led to understand the love and 
fellowship in the congregation, among its members. After lunch was 
a time to share. Considering the negative impact of the pandemic 
each of them was also encouraged to share how they feel about the 
present chaotic scenarios and how they handle it. It was indeed an 
enriching experience for them as they got a chance to open their 
feelings up and to speak out. Oblates also shared how they combat 
the situation of the pandemic and how the cancellation of the public 
masses and their ministry was affected. 

Later, three Scholastics from Manila, Philippines, and three young 
men from Guangzhou joined our group via video conference (right). 
Scholastics shared their experience as Oblates and described also 
the various stages of formation to become an Oblate. 

At 4 pm, the young men joined the thanksgiving Mass with  
Oblates followed by a short adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
and Benediction. After a short break, they were invited to join the 
Oblate community for evening prayer, which imparted to them  
a foretaste of the daily spiritual activities of an Oblate religious  
and community life. 

The vocation weekend then culminated with dinner in the  
Oblate community where the participants were also encouraged  
to share their experience about the program. The concluding  
prayer invoked the blessings of the Lord upon them and sought  
the assistance of God in discerning their vocation, the path to 
choose for their life ahead. 

We are grateful to God for the success of the vocation weekend  
and to the young men who accepted our invitation and invested 
their time to experience the Oblate way of life. 

Br. Stebin Thomas, OMI
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Online parish feast day calls on people  
to ‘Lift up your hearts’
The restriction on Mass gatherings did not stop St. Alfred’s 
Church, Tai Wai from celebrating the feast of its patron saint on 
August 30. The Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic has caused huge 
changes in the lives of the people across the globe. In Hong 
Kong, public gatherings, including the Eucharistic Celebrations 
and other sacraments in the Church were suspended to prevent 
the community spread of the virus. 

A concelebrated Mass presided by Bishop Joseph Ha Chi-shing and 
a musical concert were streamed live on the YouTube channel of 
the parish to ensure the participation of all parishioners in its 43rd 
parish feast day without risking their own health and the health of 
their friends. 

Although the community could 
not be together physically, it was 
a deep spiritual experience of 
the Church being one with God.

St. Alfred is a popular saint in 
Germany known for building 
churches. The parish church  
in Tai Wai was named after him 
because the Catholic faithful 
of the Diocese of Essen, in 
Germany, donated funds for  
its construction. 

It was still an occasion to honour St. Alfred and seek his 
intercessions, especially at this extraordinarily distressing time in the 
world.

Bishop Ha concelebrated the festal Mass with six other priests at 
10.30am. Earlier, Oblate Father Mark Anthony Serna, assistant parish 
priest, celebrated the English Mass at 9:00am for the non-Chinese 
speaking community. The Masses were livestreamed for parishioners 
and other Catholic faithful to participate. 

The Eucharistic Celebrations were followed by the Online Feast Day 
Concert dubbed Sursum Corda, which means “Lift up your hearts”. 
The Latin phrase is an invocation before the Preface of the Mass.

The concert was performed by Oblate Father Slawomir Kalisz, parish 
priest of St. Alfred’s Church (tenor, pictured), Joan Lee (harp and 
keyboard), and Karol Kijas (saxophone). 

The concert’s title bears the objective of this online initiative,  
which is to teach and encourage people continue to lift their  
hearts to the Lord in whatever adversity the world brings. It was  
a magnification of the Lord’s compassion to hear and heal his 
people all the time. The pandemic has changed the world drastically 
and painfully as hundreds of thousands of lives have been lost and 
millions more infected. 

The online celebration was an attempt by the parish community  
to help its members and the rest of the world to still see glimpses of 

beauty amidst gloom, hope amidst despair, and joy amidst suffering. 
There is always beauty to behold in every situation just like the 
beauty of God’s love is found in the ugliness of the Cross. 

One of pieces of the music played during the concert, titled For  
the Beauty of the Earth, called on the listeners to find the goodness 
of God who does not leave us alone, but is always at work in us and 
making newness in every season. 

The hymn highlights the need to praise God for a multitude of 
beauties, things that we encounter every day, the beauty of the earth 
and skies, the beauty of each hour, the joy of sight and hearing, and 
the joy of human love.

Hence, we are reminded: Lift up your hearts to God! There is  
still beauty to behold in life for we have our Lord with us. 

Sursum Corda!

Fr. Mark Anthony Serna, OMI
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Fr. Irek Dampc OMI writes 

Bringing Jesus to the workplace
It all started with one simple question – How do you bring Jesus 
to work with you? While chatting on WeChat with one of the 
members of Oblate Youth China (OYC) group, she asked me the 
above question. Xue Yi, this is her name, told me that couple of 
weeks back members of the Group had a discussion on - how to 
practice their faith at work? 

As many of the members of OYC group are working already Xue Yi 
(pictured below) and I decided to invite all them to share and discus 
this question, hoping to come up with some guidelines, which can 
help the youth to practise their faith at work.

During our sharing and discussion someone said that Jesus would 
not be too popular in his workplace. One girl shared that it’s been 
her ongoing project to find ways to bring Jesus to work with her— 
to remember who she is even in the context of her work. She thinks 
St. Francis of Assisi can give us a good starting point with his maxim: 
“Go out and preach the Gospel; if necessary, use words.” 

She added: “It’s not so much in our words but in our actions that 
we can practice our faith at work. There are no rules against praying 
for those co-workers I know are struggling. I can always be mindful 
to treat them with compassion and respect. I make an effort to find 
God in the struggling employees, frustrated managers, and in the 
support and collegiality of my co-workers. I try to be truly present 
to everyone I deal with by avoiding the temptation to check my 
smartphone while we are talking. These might seem like small 
things, but they are nonetheless letting Jesus into the door at work, 
and that’s a start.”

Someone else added: “If you’re a follower of Jesus Christ, there’s  
so much more to just going to work. We have an opportunity to 
bring Jesus and effect those around us. Remember you are being 
paid to do a job, so preaching on the job would not be appropriate 
and sometimes even dangerous. But that does not mean our 
behaviour, and our actions, can’t line up with what we believe.”

After our sharing and discussion, the OYC group members decided 
to come up with a few guideline-points on ways of bringing Jesus 
to the workplace. They also made a schedule and agreed that every 
two weeks someone will share about his work in particular on the 
question: How do I bring Jesus into my workplace?

Ways of bringing Jesus to the workplace:

1. Prayer – Every day before work, pray for guidance and for 
your co-workers. 

2. Practice your faith at work - St. Francis of Assisi can help 
us. He said: “Go out and preach the Gospel; if necessary, 
use words.” It is not so much in our words but in our 
actions that we can practice our faith at work. Try to find 
Jesus in your managers, your friends and your co-workers. 
Do your job very well. 

3. Make your work space spiritual – If possible,  
put a cross, picture of Jesus, Mary, a saint, photo  
of the church in your village or something that reminds  
you that you believe in Jesus. 

4. Ask yourself: How do I bring Jesus into my workplace?

 
Fr. Irek Dampc OMI 
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As COVID-19 is the big news around the world we begin by 
thanking God that no Oblates, here, have been infected… so 
far. In general, the Government did good work in the beginning, 
but from October, positive cases have increased dramatically all 
over the country. Deaths are increasing; however, most people 
recover and even don’t have serious symptoms. 

The Government was in a difficult situation: a lockdown kills more 
people (by poverty), than restarting the economy and battling with 
COVID-19. The strict lockdown ended on 6th July. Schools were still 
shut, however students finishing Primary and Secondary schools re-
started in about October. Universities basically worked online – then 
slowly introduced face to face classes in November, which have now 
stopped again.

Being a developing nation, there are many humanitarian needs 
around our parishes and the country. At least two super-markets 
have shut down and many other businesses, according to word  
of mouth, have gone bust – causing lots of unemployment – while 
there are other complications for workers due to no wages or 
reduced pay for many others. 

In our parishes, with limited resources we helped where possible – 
the assistance from Australia was of great and practical assistance. 
Many thanks for that! Fr Fidel continued with reduced Prison 
Ministry to great benefit for the prisoners. 

In an inspiring move, some of our Oblate youth initiated a fund-
raising scheme and started helping (mainly) single mothers and their 
children in a Nairobi slum (Mathare). One of the youth had been 

distressed to find a single mother (HIV+) with two children living in  
a shelter over a broken sewer pipe. 

Ongoing formation progressed: a few Oblates graduated ‘virtually’. 
Frs Võng, Joachim, Freeborn, Timothy & Pascal departed Kenya in 
August/Sept/Nov after being delayed by three to six months. Leaving 
was not always easy due to COVID-19 tests which caused some 
stress. One Oblate received a positive result – that turned out to  
be false – but caused two Oblate communities to be tested at great 
expense. The false positive was an anti-body test not a COVID-19 
specific test. When Fr Pascal was leaving, the results arrived at 
0015 and he left for the airport at 0130 – we did wonder if he’d be 
cancelled! Another student priest, Fr Morgan, arrived from Zambia.

Our African Treasurers August meeting moved online, which went 
quite well: about five journeys for Oblate meetings were moved 
online. As usual at this time of year, the budgets are due, along with 
many formation reports and decisions. The new residence reduced 
costs by allowing the Postulants from Kisaju to hold their annual 
retreat at the Pre-Novitiate in Karen. Our new Mission Central house 
hosted our annual retreat in November – a nice celebration for us all.

It’s also been a time of pruning for the Mission: one young  
Oblate deciding to leave, and three students leaving.  
Thankfully, one student returned home from Rome for Regency  
(Br Moses OMI), and one Deacon was ordained priest: Fr Nzioka OMI 
(10 October, photo below). We also welcomed back  
Fr Greg Oszust OMI stranded in Tanzania for an extra 4 months due 
to COVID-19: while waiting he became chaplain for the Christian 
Brothers (including some Aussies). 

News from… 
Kenya In Limbo
 July - December, 2020.
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Around the Kenya Mission, there are many practical activities in 
progress as we try to build some solid foundations for the future  
of the Mission. 

1. In our Mission Centre at Karen, Nairobi we’ve been working 
on minor finishing work on the new house and building 
a stone security wall (125 metres). The next door Pre-
Novitiate took the lockdown opportunity to employ local 
family women in distress to pull up all the old grass and 
weeds to recreate beautiful lawn areas around the site.

2. In Nairobi, also, our investment project at Rongai to build 
rental units went a step further: a water borehole was 
successfully drilled, and a feasibility study completed.

3. In Kionyo, the big new church (right, below) continued to  
progress with the completion of the main entry wall  
and mezzanine floor.

4. In Meru (our newest parish): planning was enhanced by 
creating a Site Master Plan; then detailed plans for ablution 
blocks, a presbytery, and Gachanka Church. The parish 
church upgrade at Irinda was completed. 

5. In Kisaju, work progresses slowly to ensure proper Title 
Deed, and plans for the new church are well advanced.  
In fact there are three new churches in the same parish at 
various stages of progress, with fund-raising for a parish 
pickup = loaves & fishes!

6. In Nakuru, they constructed a new entry gate, and are 
fund-raising for a parish pickup.

7. Planning progressed at our Naivasha land with check 
surveys and planning for corner concrete columns.

8. Finally, Fr Praveen and I were happy to visit our small 
investment block near the coast in September, and carried 
back a 100 litre drum filled with ice and fresh ocean fish 
for three of our communities. We managed a two day 
rest. Until next time, thank you for the support, Happy 
Christmas and God bless to all.

– Fr Gerry Conlan
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Above: 25th anniversary of the canonisation of St Eugene. Eagle Vale. L to R: Br 
Jessington, Fr Christian Fini, Fr Casmir Arul, Br Nghieu, Fr Slawek Plonka

Above: Young ones always on their phones!

Above: October 4 blessing of MercyHK’s 2nd hand shop in Temple Street, Jordan, to raise money for the renting of accommodation for homeless people. 

Above: Pectoral Cross, gift from the 
Province to Bishop Mark Edwards OMI

Above: Fr Vincent McGillicuddy is about 
to turn 90 - Congratulations!

Above: Fr Austin Cooper turns 90 in 
January - Congratulations!
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