
Homily February 17th, 2023 

Final oblation of 7 Indian Oblates 

 

Dear Brothers and sisters 

Today, February 17th, it is the anniversary of the Pontifical approval of our CC and RR. The 

Oblates all around the world are praying in thanksgiving for our Oblate vocation. What a 

beautiful vocation we have! Our mission is the same mission of our Savior: to preach the Gospel 

to the poor and most abandoned! Our way of living community, is the same way of the Apostles  

with Jesus! Our Mother Immaculate is the Mother of Jesus! We are filled with the Holy Spirit to 

become pilgrims of hope in communion! (37th General Chapter).The celebration of the final 

oblation of our seven brothers today give us the opportunity to thank God and to renew 

ourselves in our Oblate vocation in union with the whole Congregation. I would like to share 

with you my joy of being today with all of you, Oblates of the Province of India and with you to 

receive the final oblation of these brothers; (I am happy with the presence of your relatives and 

other lay people who cherish our charism.) Let me share with you some of my dreams on our 

religious life which are coming from the prayer and meditation of today’s liturgy and the Word 
of God. 

1.- Dear brothers, one of the symbols of the celebration of the final oblation is the handing over 

of the CC and RR to the new final professed oblates. Giving the CC and RR the one receiving the 

vows says: Do this and you shall live. It is a powerful symbol that you can treasurer. In the 

first it said that God’s commands are not remote to us, “it is something very near to you, in your 

mouth and in your heart, to do it”. The challenge of living our CC and RR is not an impossible 

mission. We follow our rule because we love the Lord ho has made a covenant with us and our 

loving God has already given his grace to fulfil his covenant. It is about love. You can nourish 

this love to God reading, praying and living the CC and RR that is for us the way to live the 

Gospel.  

The last Constitution of our Book of life which says: “Each Oblate through his oblation assumes 

responsibility for the common heritage of the Congregation, expressed in the Constitutions and 

Rules and our family tradition. He is exhorted to let himself be guided by these norms in creative 

fidelity to the legacy bequeathed by St. Eugene de Mazenod”. (C.168). In this the day of your final 

oblation I would like to give you a long-life task, long-life mission. This mission is to live with 

creative fidelity our CC and RR and our oblate patrimony. Fidelity means to be faithful to our 

oblate values; at the same time it is an invitation to be creative to incarnate these values in the 

different context of our Missionary life. This is also the call of our last General Chapter. So be 

creatively faithful to our CC and RR: Do this and you shall live! do this every day of your life, 

wherever you will be serving the poorest among the poor !   

 

2.- On the second reading, the letter to the Hebrews invites us to be faithful and to journey 

together to all the saints, the martyrs and all our Christian ancestors who still journeying with 

us  through the communion of saints. We have heard:   “we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses”. They are giving us the hope and the joy to endure in our trials and 

sufferings. In very special way we are united to Jesus, Mary Immaculate our Founder and our 



Blessed and Martyrs oblates. In this celebration we will pray the litany of the saints asking for 

their protection and intercession. They journey with us from heaven, giving us the strength we 
need to fulfil our vocation.  

This words make me think about our fourth vow, the vow of perseverance. We profess to 

persevere in our Institute for life, until our death. To persevere is to be engage and committed 

with the whole Congregation and give our best not matter the difficulties and trials we will go 

through. This is not about time, it is something deeper.. We make this vow aware of our fragility. 

For us looks impossible, with God it is possible. Our CC and RR says on the vow of perseverance: 

“Our perseverance is a sign of Christ’s fidelity to the Father; We will help each other find 

joy and fulfilment in our community life and in our apostolate supporting each another in 

our resolution to be faithful to the Congregation”.   This is giving us a beautiful commitment: 

to make the one living with me an happy oblate in his consecrated life and mission, to support 

him, to help him to become more human, more evangelical, more saint. And them to trust and 

be open to the help that my brother is giving me to become also more human, more evangelical, 
more saint.  

Dear brothers, don’t forget this marvelous commitment, specially the times you will  go through 

difficult situations living in community or in difficult mission. Every night ask to Jesus how to 

make of my brother a happy oblate, how can help him to live fully his oblate vocation.     

 

3.- In today’s Gospel Jesus is promising his Holy Spirit to the Apostles before sending them to 

the Mission. “when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth”, says Jesus. It is the 

Spirit of Jesus who is leading us to the truth of our religious life. God’s Spirit is acting to 

transform us in other Jesus because “he will take from what is mine and declare it to you”. To be 

an Oblate means to be men of the Holy Spirit, always open to Holy Spirit’s inspirations, like 

Mary. Constitution n. 31 speaks about being pilgrims, it says: “We are pilgrims walking with Jesus 

in faith, hope and love”. And the Chapter says we are pilgrims of hope in communion. First of all, 

our religious commitment is about walking with Jesus, journey with Jesus on the path of the 

Gospel. It is Jesus who calls us, he is the source of our religious life and we cannot live our 

religious commitment without a personal encounter with Jesus. The  three vows you are going 

to profess is a commitment first of all to follow Jesus and to try to live his way of living in order 

to be Good News for the poor. Jesus was poor, chaste and obedient and he is calling us to prolong 

his humanity in our flesh. The mystery of the presence of Christ in our midst make us grow in 

faith, hope and love and for me this is exactly the proposal of the las Chapter and the proposal 

of the religious life: to be pilgrims (faith-obedience) of hope (poverty) in communion 

(Chastity)- Let us explore a little bit this way to be aware of the vows you are going to profess, 
my dear brothers.  

 

Be pilgrim is a question of faith and faith relates to the vow of obedience. For me faith and 

obedience is a question of trusting. Trusting in God who is sending us to the Mission; trusting 

in our charism and our Congregation; trusting in our brothers and sisters who journey with us; 

trusting in the poor who will evangelize us. You will be a good pilgrim if you are able to trust 

everyday in God’s will and God’s providence, manifested through your human journey in 
community and sending in mission to and with the poor. 



Be pilgrims of hope relates to the vow of poverty. The pilgrim has to live with the essential 

because everything else slow his march. Jesus is the model of pilgrim because he make himself 

poor to take flesh and to enrich us with his divinity. Jesus said: Blessed are you the poor because 

the Kingdom of God is yours. This is a Kingdom already present in our midst but at the same 

time it is a promise of fulness for the future. Vowing poverty, we commit ourselves to share 

what we are and what we have with the Congregation and with the poor. To embrace a life of 

poverty is to embrace the hope of the fullness manifestation of the Kingdom of God. Living in 

poverty we become prophets of this Kingdom. And this is about our mission, to preach the 

Kingdom of God living like Jesus the Gospel he proclaimed.  

Be pilgrims of hope in communion is a question of love and we express our love with the vow 

of chastity. (I had a chat from time to time with a Muslim friend who is a Haj, it means he has 

made the pilgrimage to the Mekka. I think he try to convert me. Once he asked me, why you are 

not married? It is something estrange that a man is living without wife, isn’t it? My answer was, 

yes, it is very estrange. He had no more words to say because he expected my reaction in other 

way and to engage in arguments. After a time a silence he ask me, ok, but, why you are not 

married? At that time I told him, you know, I want to live the way of life of Jesus the Prophet as 

you know he didn’t marry a woman. And I think that Jesus is calling me to do the same. Other 

Christian married but I feel the call of being chaste because Jesus was chaste). The way of living 

chastity for Jesus was the way of living the fulness of love to his Father and to his mission, for 

the sake of the Kingdom. Chastity is not a question of less love or self-sacrifice. Chastity is a 

question of love, love till the end, like Jesus who died to show to the world how much God Father 

loves it. Through this love we enter in communion with God, in communion with the oblates in 

the community, in communion with the poor. Be in communion is much more than be close to 

them and it requires a dying to oneself to give live and love to the poor. Professing chastity you 

commit yourself to be a communion maker, expert in forgiveness and reconciliation even if 

sometimes you have to go with your love till the end, dying to yourselves. Among you the 

charity: Community life has to be characterized for this kind of love.  

Dear brothers NNN,  I thank all of you for giving today the witness of your love, hope and charity 

and your wiliness to become pilgrims of hope in communion. I thank you and I ask you to 

journey together with us all to bring the Good News to the poor. May the Lord give you the grace 

of meet peace and joy in your consecrated life. May the Lord give you the grace of being 

evangelize for the poor. May the Lord give you the grace of being communion and pace markers 

in apostolical community. May the Lord give you the grace of being leaven of the beatitudes in 

the heart of the world.  

May the Immaculate Mary, our Mother, guide you all in your religious and oblate life to be the 

missionaries of the poor dreamed by St Eugene the Mazenod. May our Founder and our Blessed 

Oblates be with you always in your journey as pilgrims of hope in communion. May God help 

you. Amen.  

 


